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O MATTER how taking at first glance, no ad- 

vertising is good if it results in disappointment. 

It is intended that only good-advertising shall have 
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By Carl ‘W. Hiset 


(¢CEQAITH is thé title deed to things unseen,” 
The certain hope of things beyond to-day ; 
Faith tunnels through the hills to fertile fields, . 
And has no need to take the hills away. 


‘Faith, Works 


x = 


Faith is believing, since the Lord hath said, 
Andis not founded on a wish or whim ; 

For false belief creates-no certitudes, 

But faith believes His wordwsince knowing Him. 


And when He says, “I give,” faith gladly takes, 
And when He aught withholds, faith does not fear, 
For having Him, faith has no other need, 

And does not grope to feel if He is near. 








The Lie | 

The Lie is the foundation and message vf Satan’s 
purpose and character, as The Truth is God's. Lying 
was Satan’s first move, when he usurpéd the dominion 
of this world by accomplishing the ruin of man. In 
the Garden of Eden he said to Eve that if she ate 
of the tree which God had forbidden she should “not 
surely die.” And at the end of his career as “god 
of this world” Satan will raise up a counterfeit Christ 
“whose coming is after the working of Satan with 
all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all 


deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received not the love of the that 


they might be saved. And for this caus¢ God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a 
lie” (2 Thess, 2:9-11). Satan has abundantly con- 
firmed, and will continue to cenfirm, our Lord’s word 
that “he was a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaketh a lie; he speaketh of his 
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8: 
44). Satan’s two hoary ties are that there is no death, 
and that all men by nature are divine, having the char- 
acter -and potentialities of God,— “as gods,” he said 
to Eve. These antique lies are brought forward by 
him afresh with every generation, and to-day they 
reappear in Christian Science, Spiritism, and even 
within the professing Christian Church as Modernism. 
Our only safety is to receive Christ as Saviour, who 
_ said, “I am the ... truth”; and then to believe every 
word of his infallible truth given to us in his perfect 


-unsafe instrument. 


“ang of us: 


Compasses 

Not all compasses are trustworthy. If the magnetic 
needle has lost its sensitiveness, or if other parts of the 
compass are not just what they should, be, we have an 
A pastor wrote the following 
message for his people, in: his church bulletin: “1 
have a pocket-knife designed for camp use. It has a 
number of things not found in the ordinary knife; 
one of these isa compass. One day I was turning it 
about, testing the compass, which was evidently 
untrue to the magnetic pole. The needle gyrated in 
a most unexpected way without any apparent cause. 
A young man standing near by and watching the 
needle said, ‘I should hate to be guided by that 
compass. It. would never get a fellow home’” Are 
we the sort that will get people safely home? Other 
lives are looking to us to show them the way. If 
we have lost our sensitiveness to the Pole Star, our 
Lord Jesus, or if, while still sensitive, we are letting 
things get between ourselves and shim, we cannot 
point true. What a tragedy if others should be say- 
“I should hate to be guided by that com- 
pass. It would never get a fellow home.” 


“— 
Chinese Exegesis 


ChihéSe Christians often see deep into God’s truth. 
It is so of Christian converts in all heathen lands, — 
when they learn of Christ and the Gospel and the 
Word of God, they just believe God as little chil- 
dren,— and then the Holy Spirit can open his riches 
to them, An itinerant Chinese peddler in the villages 
near Tengchow, Shantung, told the story of the Sav- 


tion? It is like unto children sitting in the markets, 
and calling unto their fellows,:and saying, We have 
piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have 
mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented.” The 
Chinese peddler says: “I pipe to them, that is, I tell: 
them of the joys of salvation, but they do not dance 
with joy. I wail, that is, I speak of the: fate of 
those who refuse the Gospel, but they do not mourn. 
Their minds are so taken up with affairs of the present 
that they care for nothing else.” Has-any learned- 
commentator offered a better explanation than that of 
this humble Christian peddier? 


After Our Failure — Christ 


If we have just sinned, let us turn to Christ now. 
That is the only thing to do with sin: take it to Christ. 
Felix Bovet, the Swiss critic and master of erudition, 
has this penetrating: comment on Peter’s course after 
his fall: “Peter shamefully denied his Master before 
His face. If Peter had been a craven soul he would 
have been glad never again to see the Lord, for so he 
would have escaped His rebuke and a merited chas- 
tisement. But no! When he heard that the body was 
no longer in the tomb, that it was even possible that 
the Lord lived, he ran with eagerness to meet Him. 
What forgetfulness of self: did shi 
‘énd*‘what faith in his’ Master!” 
to see Christ again, after his sin. 

ess to meet him,” 


it Dresuppose, 
udas never wanted 
Peter “ran with 
Judas was lost. Peter was 
saved, — before his sin. he was saved, and that was 
why he longed to get Back to Christ. “If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”: If 
we have just sinned, let us tur to Him now, - 


Modernism: an Antique and Threadbare Fraud 


self upon, it is that he is up-to-date: Rather, he 

would say, he is just a little ahead of his generation, 
forging forward eagerly into new, rich fields of 
knowledge and truth. 

“The modern mind,” he says, is discovering truth 
that the best minds of earlier generations never saw. 
They were good people, fine people, our fathers and 
grandfathers, and even those-first century Christians; 
but we are farther along in spiritual understanding 
than they were. 

In a sermon on “The More Abundant Liie,” preached 
in Philadelphia, in February of this year, Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick said: “But then the day unquestion- 
ably came when the Church moved out into a new age, 
with new ways of speaking and thinking that never 
had been on the earth before.’ 

Dr. Fosdick speaks of “entering into this rich her- 
itage where ancient faith, flowering out in new world 
views, grows Mcher with the passing centuries.” He 
condemns with unsparing severity Mr. Bryan for “re- 
galvanizing into life that . . . outmoded idea of what 
the Bible is.” Mr. Bryan is out of date; Dr. Fosdick 
is up-to-date. 

‘The University of Chicago says that “we owe to... 
young people the new and richer knowledge and inter- 

etation which has come to the study of the Biblical 
iterature through the work of scholars of recent dec- 
ades,” and its publishing department urges Christian 
people to put its Bible courses into the hands-of young 
people,— those Bible courses. which. destroy every 
element of Christian faith. But they are “modern” 
and “up-to-date.” 

The “Modern Churchman’s Union of America,” of 
the Episcopal Church, affirms as one of its principles: 
“To maintain the right to interpret the historic ex- 
pressions of our faith in accordance with the results 
of modern science and of Biblical and historicat schol- 
arship.” They must be new, or nothing. 

These are only a few of the continual claims of 
the Modernist to-day to be in advance of any previous 
generation in discerning spiritual truth and understand- 
ing the Bible. 


|: THERE is anything the Modernist prides him- 


= 

But now comes the shock! ‘Every proudly announced 
and eagerly hailed “discovery” of these new minds in 
this new age is hoary with age. Every one of these 
modern ideas is an antique and threadbare fraud. 

Modernism is antique. ‘That is, it is old, not new. 

It is threadbare. That is, it has been used so much 
that it is shabby and worn out, like a suit of clothes 
with shiny elbows. - 

It is a fraud. That is, it is easily seen to be false, 
not true. 

And these statements, harsh though they may seem, 
are not the mere opinions of The Sunday School 
Times and of multitudes of other conservative Chris- 
tians to-day. They are historical facts, which only a 
slight acquaintance with Church History proves so 
overwhelmingly that the amazemént is that Modern- 
ists of to-day could be so utterly self- deceived, and so 
ignorant of that which they pride themselves on know- 
ing. é 

The term Modernism, therefore, is a misnomer, It 
represents a réchauffé of ideas which have been cur- 
rent since the first century A. D. 

How closely modern unbelief is paralleled in the 
past comes out in almost amusing detail in Tisch- 
hauser’s history of the evangelical church in Ger- 
many (Tischhauser, Geschichte der Evang. Kirche 
Deutschlands, Basel, 1900): Every heresy, intrigue, 
Strategy, device, betrayal of trust which is bringing 
confusion into the church of Christ to-day can be 
duplicated from the literature and history of Germany 
a hundred years ago. The “Shorter Bible,” for ex- 
ample, is no novelty. In 1790 appeared Schneider’s 
“The Bible of the Old and New Testaments in Ex- 
tract According to Ethicel Content,” and Pastor Zer- 
riner of Magdeburg issued a little “School Bible for 
Children in City and Country Schools Adapted to the 
Needs of the Time and with the Elimination of All 
that is Objectionable” (7. e., of the miraculous). This 
went so far that the Prussian Governmerst felt con- 
strained to order that only complete Bibles should be 
used in the schools. 

The hymn-books were invaded by rationalists as 
to-day by Unitarians. That of Anhalt-Dessau had 
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a thousand and fifty-four hymns “chosen because of 
their rationalist character.” These hymn-books were 
at times smuggled in, in’ violation of the expressed 
statutes of the church. On a Good Friday in a 
church near Greifswald a tumult followed the intro- 
duction of one such. Modernists of a century ago 
doctored liturgies and catechistms as well. In the 
latter, mention of the new birth and of the atoning 
death of Christ, and of course any reference to the 
flesh and the devil, were expurgated. The Ten Com- 
mandments were done away with and ten moral max- 
ims substituted: “Do good for virtue’s sake,” “Avoid 
evil out of hatred of evil,” and the like.  Séripture 
passages were mangled. How familiar the alteration 
of “All Scripture is given of God” into “Every book 
in which God’s will is displayed is profitable.” 

Whence came this modernism of a century since? 
Straight from unbelieving professordom. “Halle was 
the great seat of theological study, training thousands 
of pastors. It had earlier been a center of warm 
Christian life, but had gone the way of certain Amer- 
ican seminaries with noble and useful past. Gesenius 
and Wegscheider were the leading figures. The holiest 
things in Scripture they held up to contempt. 

One day Wegscheider proposed the question whether 
Christianity ought not to be altogether abolished and 
a better religion substituted. All present voted in 
the affirmative. 

Vischer of Halle described evangelical Christian- 
ity as a sheep scab, an itch which ate into all the 
noblest part of humanity. He counseled all preachers 
“to be silent regarding the silly stories of their his- 
torical Christ, since people of standing no longer be- 
lieved in them.” 

At Marburg a teacher of doctrinal theology read 
the paragraphs relating to the person of Christ, justi- 
fication by faith, and the like, and marked them “ad 
futuram oblivionem,” “to be forgotten.” 

The. poet Gerok studied in” Goettingen. He noted 
that all but three of his class denied a future life. 

When Haevernik, a Christian professor, started 
to lecture at Rostock, all his hearers save one got up 
arid left and the course had to bé discontinued. 


Bible Schools to the Rescue — Then and Now 


As the defection of American seminaries has _ led 
to the establishment of Bible Schools by those who 
have the good of the church at heart, so then. Evan- 
geiice! seminaries were started at Wittenberg, Gotha, 

cum, Berlin, Hanover, Wolfenbiittel, Freidberg. 
They were spoken of much in the way the Chris- 
tian Century speaks of- the Moody Bible Institute. 
“The true path of theological education passes through 


‘philosophy to the. Bible. What in the world can we 


expect of a future clergy .when theological students 
‘reverse the order and use fracts: from Basel as a 
key to the Scriptures?” When in later years the 
revival broke out and Christian students began to 
appear at the universities, the professors were urged 
to give them such stiff examinations as to make 
their entrance into the ministry impossible. 

The seminaries did their work thoroughly. The 
Consistory of Baden in 1799 remarked, “One per- 
ceives with sadness that most of the young ministers 
show a strong tendency to dissolve Christianity into 
a mere naturalistic morality.” It condemned “their 
derisive treatment of evangelical teaching.” “Our 
Eichhorn” had done for them what the Drivers and 
Kents are doing for present-day students. “The 
rophets made no real predictions.” Luther had 
ound Christ in many parts of, the Old Testament; 
the moderns’ of a century ago not a trace of Him. 
Genesis was a collection of cosmological myths, the 
Pentateuch complete only at the exile (Severin). 
Jesus’ real excellence was that he introduced a higher 
type of morality. They talked of the Fatherhood of 
God, ‘the nobility of human nature, the increasing im- 
provement of mankind, emancipation from prejudices, 


_ truth, virtue. Tolerance and enlightenment were the 


two watchwords of the time. Though the Bible rep- 
resented no real reyelation “its value was not affected.” 

How the remark of the rationalist Roehr calls up 
similar phrases of Harper and the Harperides of 
Chicago University! He had slashed out of the Bible 
all the supernatural, yet found it “still the most pre- 
cious treasure of religion from which, with the help 
of a correct grammatical-historical exegesis, he could 
deduce a pure and reasonable faith?’ This Roehr 
spoke of Jesus as a natural product of his people 
and his time: as Paulus called him, a young Palestin- 
ian volksrabbi. It is worth noticing that Roehr, who 
lived in Goethe’s Weimar at the very focus of “the 
Enlightenment,” persecutéd those who distributed Bibles 
or led prayer-meetings, very much as the Holy Synod 
the Stundists of medern Russia. 

It is significant that the age of toleration found 
exnsactiont Christianity intolerable. The ‘liberal pas- 
tors when the revival came attacked it strentously, 
calling the God whom the evangelicals preached “a 
raging and bloodthirsty God,” and one and all quoted 
in chorus the proof text of the natural man, “But 
in every nation he that worketh righteousness is ac- 
ceptable to him.” They ridiculed “little Lamb ser- 
mons for ilttlké women.” Retsel warned his people 
against the teaching of grace as “a devil’s doctrine.” 
One rationalist pastor in Jena declared the Bible not 
suited for popular reading, and that it was high trea- 
son to call it the only source of religion. There was 
religion in the world before the Bible existed, he said. 
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“The new obscurantism” was the familiar phrase 
used to browbeat believers in the Bible. “One can- 
not understand how this enlightened age can return 
to the old superstition which one thought long since 
abandoned.” hen in 1811 a preacher of gifts in an 
important city dwelt on the divinity of Christ there 
was pom Bia surprise, and in all the tea circles it 
was asked how so rare ‘an intellect could fall to such 
oddities. C. F. Bardt, in his “Letters on the Bible” 
(six vols.!), explained that only such passages in the 
Bible could be agcepted as commended themselves: to 
“the thoughtful” (“the thoughtful” were even then 
the salt of the earth). 

“God reveals himself nowhere save in nature. Self- 
improvement is the only atonement that can be made. 
God has no Son, but only sons and daughters,” These, 
according to Ammon, were the characteristic teachings 
of eighteenth century Modernism. They seem strangely 
familiar to-day. Kant was praised as a second Christ. 
One student testified that when studying theology, 
“the professors diligently sought to root out all re- 
gard for the Bible and its contents”; another, “that he 
had never in his course heard a quickening, edifying 
word. Not one had sought to impart any strengthen- 
ing of faith.” ‘ 

Yet these professors and pastors of the German 
state church had taken on themselves the most solemn 
creedal obligations. “I promise that I will hold closely 
to the teaching of the Holy Scriptures as it is ex- 
pressed in the Confession of our Evangelical Luth- 
eran church; that in no particular will I depart from 
it, to say nothing of opposing it; nor will I give of- 
fense through uncertain or doubtful teachings not in 


accordance with the Confession of my church.” This 


is a sample of the many reproduced. The entire clergy 
of Saxony, for example, made a rigid confession of 
this sort, yet not a dozen in the whole kingdom ad- 
hered to it. . ; 

How thoroughly modern are these words of Rein- 
hard, a famous Dresden preacher and by no means the 
worst of them (in his “System of Christian Ethics”) : 
“It is required of no one who takes his oath of office 
that he shall always hold for true that which he now 
holds to be true. That would exclude all growth in 
religious knowledge. Further, Protestantism recog- 
nizes only the Holy Scripture as norm in belief... Con- 
sequently the acceptance of this symbol is only so long 
to be understood as one is not convinced by other con- 
siderations.” . 

Their theory that Jesus “accommodated” his teach- 
ing to Jewish beliefs- provided a good precedent for 
them. hether there were any tWinges of conscience 
does not appear. At any rate, the clergy generally 
held that “creeds were against the spirit of Protes- 
tantism and were opposed to freedom of teaching,” 
and later (at the time of the union of Reformed and 
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Startling News on Evolution 





S IT possible that God himself is now taking 
a hand in the great controversy between be- 
lievers in the Bible and evolutionists? 


Certain it is that the year 1924 is bringing to 
light what may prove to be a startling vindica- 
tion of Genesis — and of God’s whole Word. 


Fessils and skeletons recently. unearthed are 
confounding the unbelieving theories of evolu- 
tionists, and corroborating Scripture’s record of 

creation. 


And one of the greatest living zoologists, Sir 
E. Ray Lankester of Great Britain, brings 
against evolutionists the grave charge of a 
“photograph of a cast deceptively illuminated 
and made to present a false resemblance to the 
foot of man.” 


Recently discovered fossils of the sole of a 
human being’s shoe, of a horse’s hoof, and hu- 
man skeletons seven and eight feet tall, — these 
are search-light discoveries that evolutionists 
will find it difficult to face. 


In early issues of The Sunday School Times 
Professor George McCready Price, author of 
the monumental work, “The New Geology,” will 
discuss in full these amazingly interesting mat- 
ters. His three articles, to appear exclusively 
in these columns, are as follows: 


Strange Methods of “ Proving” Evolution 
Two Startling Fossils that Confound Evolution 
Were These Human Remains Before the Flood? 


Perhaps you have friends who you particu- 
larly wish would-read these unusual articles. 
Any number of ten-weeks “Get. Acquainted” 
subscriptions to the Times, at 25 cents each, 
sent at once and specifying the “Price Series,” 
will secure them if addressed to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lutheran churches) they attempted without success 
to abolish them and “to make the .New Testament 
the sole norm of belief.” (Compare the Indianapolis 
Baptist Convention, 1922). 

Claus Harms in his Reformation theses of 1817 
bluntly observed, “It is a strange demand that there 
must be freedom to teach a new belief from a chair 
which the old faith has established and from a mouth 
which the old faith feeds (Psa. 41:9). Christians 
should be taught that they have the right not to al- 
low non-Christian teaching in pulpit and school-book.” 
But when protests were made they were met with in- 


credible venom. . 


_ Professor Heng.tenberg described in the Ewvangel- 
ische Kirchen Zeitung the way Halle professors moc 
the Scripture. -He was denounced for his pains as “a 
pietist_intriguer saucily attacking the highly respected 
faculty of a celebrated university.” Appeal was made 
to the government for protection of “the Scientific 
results of the newer investigations” from “the twi- 
light-loving pietists.” No Fundamentalist was ever 
worse handled in World's Work. The government 
temporized; the Voltairean professors were retained. 
Tischhauser’s comment is that “the whole investiga- 
tion and the sophistical, even dishonest, character of 
the defense of the two Halle professors makes a most 
painful. impression on the impartial reader.” 


Deadness of the Spiritual Life 
The consequences in the parishes can be imagined. 


Krafft describes his struggles as’ a young rationalist . 


preacher to work out his sermons. le felt the cold- 


ness and the deadness of his liberalism, the dishonesty | 


of his Bible-twisting. Prayer was nearly impossible; 
the administration of the communion a dishonest thing. 
“I knew in my heart that it could not be otherwise 
with every rationalist.” It is significant ‘that great 
numbers of the clergy took no part in funerals. They 


had no comforting word to say. “The philosophy of . 


the death-bed is different from that of the university,” 
is Tischhauser’s dry comment. 

The age was full of social writing. Pens dripped 
with such expressions as duty, morality, common wel- 
fare, humanity, but the writers never got. farther than 
their phrases. They wrote busily of “the improve- 
ment of our kaleidoscopic humanity,” but against the 
profound moral corruption of the day they were- as 
powerless as modern uplift theoreticians. It was 


an age of perjury, arson, illegitimacy, gainbling, drunk-. 


enness, brigandage, beggary, lottery-playing, popular 


superstition, spiritism. | Tischhauser’s’ dreadful pic- 


“tures of the Marionettenspiel, the Punch and Judy 


shows, a chief form of popular amusement, ‘calls up 
the unclean movies of the present. “Perhaps never 
since there was an evangelical church was the re- 
ligious and moral life so low, never such looseness in 
morals, never so widely current a spirit of despair.” 
The liberal Nicolai said in Berlin in 1786 that in twenty 
years the name of Jesus woul cease to be mentioned 
in a religious way, and Fichte in Jena put five years 
as the outside limit for the continuance of Chris- 
tianity. The state of morality was a. fitting paral- 


lel to that of religion. “The Kantian categorical im- 


perative made a complete fiasco in the life of the. Ger- 
man people.” 

Comparisons between then and now could be con- 
tinued indefinitely. The Modern Churchmen’s Union 
had its corresponding organization, “The Friends of 
Light,” who rallied round Pastor Sintenis of Magde- 
burg when he denied the propriety of praying to 
Christ. The critics sought to popularize their pseudo- 
historical criticism as does the Religious Education 
Association to-day. “Their advocates openly an- 
nounced that the new critical views must conquer a 
place in home and school. In this they had the sup- 
port.of the whole irreligious daily press.” They bored 
into evangelical organizations to get control of them, 
notably of the Gustav Adolf Stiftung, a foundation 
for caring for scattered Protestants on the continent. 

In one thing there is a contrast. Mission fields were 
then dangerous to life and health. If Young theologians 
showed evangelical piety, they were recommended to 
work abroad. Nowadays when pioneering is past, and 
Japan and China are full of colleges, Modernists are 


_ready enough to go thither with their tare seed. 


One last parallel. Professor Machen of Princeton 
has brought out with relentless logic the fact that 
Christianity and liberalism are two different and mu- 
tually exclusive religions. Prufessor August Hahn 
when inducted into his Leipzig professorship a hun- 
dred years ago read a paper on rationalism in which 
he showed that rationalism and Christianity were op- 
posing faiths, and contended that rationalists no longer 
should describe themselves as Christians. 

“When the tafe of bricks is doubled, Moses comes.” 
When the religious life of Germany was at its last 
gasp the Spirit of God in strange, unexpected and 
inexplicable ways began again to quicken it. There 
were-revivals, conversion of leaders, favorable political 
changes, the organization of societies, movements of 
the religious intellect, — all of which conspired to make 
a new Germany. Rationalism remained in the uni- 
versities, —in fact, never did it have more potent 
Goliaths than the Bauers and Strausses of the thirties 
and forties; but its grip on the church was broken, 
and the moral life of ‘the land revived with a reviving 
évangelical faith. 


In next week's issue the bright side of the story will be 
told, in an editorial entitled “When the Tide Came In.”’ 
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Lesson for June 8 
Psalm 137 : 1-6; Ezekiel 34 
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Marion Lawrance—Grower of Sunday-Schools 


A personal tribute from one of his Sunday-school debtors 





By Philip E. Howard 
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vention platform was at the close of the great 
International Sunday School Convention in Kan- 
sas City in June, 1922. It hal been an extremely busy 
time for Mr. Lawrance, not only because of the usual 
convention duties, but because of many problems con- 
nected with the merger of the old International Sun- 


Tre last time I saw Marion Lawrance on a con- 


day School Association with the Sunday School Coun- © 


cil’ of Evangelical Denominations. Mr. Lawrance’s 
voice, because of much speaking in the enormous audi- 
torium, had ‘nearly given out, as many other voices 
did, and in this closing meeting he spoke to the Con- 
vention through an amplifier. 4 : 

As he stood beside the speaker’s desk, he spoke in 
a quiet tone into a small telephone instrument held in 
his hand, and just a few feet away from him'‘a horn, 
which I then noticed was shaped like a morning glory, 
magnified his voice by its mechanism until all in the 
great hall could hear. It seemed to me then that the 
action was typical of what would be true in the years 
to come, for Marion Lawrance’s voice will be carried 
long years beyond his earthly life-time, by the amplify- 
ing power of the Lord’s own blessings upon the work 
that he has been privileged to do in his service for 
the Sunday-school. And his numerous permanent con- 
tributions to the literature of the Sunday-school will 
carry on his messages to thousands who will not hear his 
voice, —in such books as “How to Conduct a Sunday 
School,” “Special Days in the Sunday School,” “The 
Sunday School. Organized for Service,” “Housing the 
Sunday Schooi,” “The Working Manual of a Success- 
ful Sunday School,” and in a series of “Ask Marion 
Lawrance” handbooks embodying the choicest selec- 
tions from his answers_to questions in The Sunday 
School Times, 


A Nurseryman from the Beginning 

Years ago, on the threshold of the Civil War, Marion 
Lawrance’s father lost nearly all his worldly property, 
excepting the home at Yellow Springs, Ohio, and 
Marion, a. small boy. of eleven, was given work to do 
in a tree nursery at twenty-five cents a day. One’s 
imagination is arrested by ‘the significance of the lit- 
tle boy’s introduction to the culture of growing things, 
for it was very characteristic of Marion Lawrance that 
wherever he was, as long as he lived, one was sure 
to find life and growth in the undertakings to which 
God called him. He was always a growing man in a 
growing work. ‘ 

Not until three years later was Marion able to go 
on with his schooling, for now the work of the nursery 
in the summertime gave him enough to pay his winter 
school expenses, and his father gave him his board 
at home. 

How wonderfully G@od trains his servants for their 
ultimate task along the earthly way! This boy, when 
he was only seventeen, began to teach school, and after 
three years of this experience, he entered Antioch 
College; but almost before he had fairly started, he 
broke down in health, and returned to school-teaching 
for two years, from which employment he entered a 
wholesale business in the city of Syracuse as a book- 
keeper. : ’ 

He was not to remain very long at the bookkeeper’s 
desk. After two years in this work he moved to To- 
ledo, and then he found his daily work successively in 


. the boot and shoe business, in selling gloves, traveling 


bags, and trunks as a traveling man, with a complete 
loss. of whatever he had in the panic of 1873. 

It was while young Lawrance was representing a 
fire insurance business, with which he was identified 
for some eleven years, that he came into his first 
prominence a8 a Sunday-school. leader. Three years 
after his removal to Toledo, he was asked to take the 
superintendency of the Washington Street Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school, which then had .a membership 
of one hundred and twenty-five. In the course of the 
ue this school became the proving-ground for Mr. 

wrance’s Sunday-school inventiveness, and: spiritual 
purposes, and therefore one of 
Sunday-schools in the world. It was in 1889, at the 
Ohio State Sunday School Convention, in Springfield, 
that a delegate in an open Conference asked, “What 
should Ohio do for its Sunday-school work?” when 


the most influential 


_ Mr. B. F. Jacobs, who was conducting the Conference, 


answered instantly, “Employ Mr. Lawrance of To- 
ledo, and put him in as your State Secretary.” That 
was the beginning of Marion Lawrance’s outstanding 
work for the organized Sunday-school movement, and 
although at first he could give only half time to Ohio, 
because it did not then ‘seem to be within the ability 
of the State to raise the proffered salary of $2,500 a 
year, nevertheless, in three years more he sold out his 
business interest, and from that time on devoted his 
whole time to the Sunday-school field. 

At the International Sunday School Cohvention in 
Atlanta, Ga., in April, 1899, a resolution was passed 





The suggestion which has been made by many 
of his friends that some suitable memorial be 
erected to Marion Lawrance is eminently fitting 
and proper, but no more permanent or loving 
memorial can be raised than that which he him- 
self has created in the hearts of those who knew 
him. His funeral services, which were held in 
Bethany Girls’ Headquarters, Chicago, on May 6, 
and in the Washington Street Congregational 
Church, Toledo, Ohio, were occasions of touching 
tributes in flowers, in, spoken words, and in mes- 
sages from hosts of friends and fellow-workers 
from all parts of the country. His body has been 
‘laid to rest by the side of that of his wife in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Toledo. Are not the clos- 
ing words of a written statement which Mr. Law- 
rance left to be opened after his death significant 
of his spirit and influence: 

“I wish to express my love for my associates 


and friends, and pray for them all God’s richest 


Ao Roalet, 


blessings. We meet again. ‘He that liveth 
and believeth in Me shell never die.’ Jesus said 
it; I believe it.” : 








to the effect that a General Secretary should be ap- 
pointed by the International Executive Committee. 
The following month the Central Committee of: the 
Executive Committee, meeting in Philadelphia, ap- 
pointed Mr. Lawrance to this pivotal and marvelously 
influential position. It will be of interest to old-time 


readers of The Sunday School Times to know that. 


Mr..Lawrance’s successor in the Ohio State work was 
Joseph Clark, now widely known as “Timothy. Stand- 
by,” who had acted as the page of Henry Clay Trum- 
bull, Secretary of the International Sunday School Con- 
vention of 1872, at Indianapolis, when the Uniform 
Lesson System was adopted —three years before~Dr. 
Trumbull became Editor of The Sunday School Times. 
Mr. Lawrance suggested his own successor, and no one 
ever regretted that choice. 

When Mr. Lawrance left the State Secretaryship 
of Ohio he handed over the State work to his successor 
in a very different condition from that in which he 
found it when he first became Secretary. At that time 
only about one-half of Ohio’s eighty-eight counties were 
organized, and almost none of its one thousand three 
hundred and fifty-seven townships. After ten years’ work 
under his energetic and devoted guidance every county 
was organized, and nearly eleven hundred townships, 
and the State Association was not only free from debt, 
but was enlisting the earnest and. practical support of 
some of the choicest pecpic *. +he state. In his re- 
port, presented to the Fifteenth International Conven- 
tion at Kansas City, June 21-27, 1922, Mr. Lawrance 
very wisely introduced a personal word, since this 
was to be his last official report as General Secretary. 
Among other things, he said, “During the terra of my 
Secretaryship, I was elected, in 1910, upon the rec- 


ommendation of E. K. Warren and Dr. George W. 


. Bailey, as Joint Secretary of the World’s Sunday 


School Association, with a colleague, the Rev. Carey 
Bonner, in the city of London. That position I held 
for approximately four years, resigning in 1914 in 
order to give'my whole time to the International As- 
sociation, as the two required more time and strength 
than any cne man could give. 


A Life Journey of a Million Miles 


“My first International Convention was in Louisville, 
in 1884. I have attended every International Con- 
vention since that time. Of the eight World’s 
Sunday School Conventions that have been held, I 
have attended seven, beginning with the first, in 
London in 1889, and ending with the Tokyo Con- 
vention.in 1920. The other World’s Conventions I 
attended were in St. Louis, in 1893; in Jerusalem, in 
1904; in Rome, in 1907; in Washington, D. C., in 1910; 
and in Zurich, in 1913, the program of which I had 
a large hand in preparing. In addition to this, my 
duties took me overseas in 3903, as one of the repre- 
sentatives of the International. Association, at the cen- 
tennial of the London Sunday School Union. Again, 
in 1909, I went to England, Ireland, Scotland, and 
Wales, as Joint General Secretary of the World’s As- 
sociation. I was accompanied upon this trip by my 
colleague, the Rev. Carey Bonner, also by Dr. F. B. 
Meyer, Sir F. F. Belsey, Sir George White, and other 
British Sunday School workers. 

“During my International General Secretaryship of 
twenty-three years, I»have attended conventions and 
meetings repeatedly in every State and Province in 
North America; also have visited Newfoundland and 
Alaska, Cuba, and Mexico; have crossed the Atlantic 
sixteen times, the Mediterranean four times, and the 


_orable consideration of the delegates, — 


— twice, all in the interest of Sunday-school 
wor 

“During all these years, I have averaged approxi- 
mately thirty thousand miles a year or about a million 
miles of travel, equal to forty trips around the world. 

“At the meeting of the Executive Committee, held 
in Birmingham, Ala., in February, 1920, our Chairman, 
Mp. Fred A. Wells; made a recommendation that I 
be retired as General Secretary and be elected as 
‘Consulting General Secretary’ for life. Immediately 
upon completion of his report, the motion was made 
that this recommendation be adopted and was unani- 
mously carried.” 

In the midst of all these manifold duties of super- 
vision and management, and the inconveniences of 
much travel, Mr. Lawrance continually put into prac- - 
tise the principles of work that had helped to make 
the Washington Street Sunday-school so particularly 
a good school. He was not accustomed to admit that 
the school was anything very wonderful. More than 
twenty years ago he said to Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, 
who is, the suceessor of his father, Dr. H. Clay Trum- 
bull, as Editor of The Sunday School Times, “Our 
school is over-estimated. It is not as good as is 

enerally supposed.” But Mr. Trumbull said of Mr. 

wrance at the time, in relating the incident, that it 
was his “very unwillingness to pose as the superih- 
tendent of a model Sunday-school, his insistence that 
his school is over-estimated, that is the secret of the 
great things he has done there, and everywhere.” 

Until within a few years Mr. Lawrance continued 
as the superintendent of that Sunday-school, the name 
of which was changed after he retired from the super- 
intendency, to the “Marion Lawrance Sunday-school.” 
He felt that if he intended to be useful to other Sun- 
day-school worker's, he ought to keep on with practical 
work himself, and carefully planned his time, as much 
po i! could, to be present regularly in his Sunday- 
school, 

I think he was at his best when under the rapid 
fire. of a Question-Box meeting. Ordinarily Mr. 
Lawrance impressed one as a genial, kindly man, not 
exceptionally quick to act or to speak, but most con- 
siderate, and courteous in his relations with others, 
without the aggressive manner that sometimes at- 
taches to a man of his training and experience. Put 
him on a convention platform, however, and let a 
Question-Box be opened, and then he was lightning, 
and fire and light and laughter, and pungent analysis, 
and warm, heart-stirring helpfulness all in one. 

One of his fine gifts was an agreeable, flexible, and 
powerful voice,—-a voice that could be modulated to 
moving tendérness, even-in a large meeting-hall, or 
ring out with beautiful clarion clearness, if he de- 
sired to reach the hearing and the hearts of every one 
in the largest audiences. His enunciation was trained 
to the point of exactness. His voice never had a 
metallic ‘ring, but was mellow and free in its handling, 
and it always had in it that glorious note of expec- 
tancy, which made him a master of assemblies, 


His Loving Tact and Resourcefulness 


Mr. Lawrance was always telling the right story at 
the right time, or saying kindly words, or doing that 
which would bring about good feeling and co-operation 
wherever he was. We are not likely to forget, those 
of us who heard it at the International Convention at 
Kansas City, his delightful reference to the delicate 
situation involved in the merger of the old Association, 
not only into a new organization, but into a new order | 
in the whole Sunday-school field. Questions of con- | 
trol, of administration, of many kinds of adjustment, 
were everywhere discussed throughout the convention. 
Mr. Lawrance was commending the meragr to the fav- 

e who knew 
so well the difficulties involved, and who hoped for 
so much from‘the new arrangement. “I am reminded,” 
he said, “of that couple who had just been married. 
Immediately after the ceremony the husband turned 
to the wife, both of them no longer very young, and 
said emphatically, ‘Now there is one question we must 
settle right here, and that is, who is going to be boss.’ 
The wife looked at the husband, and then said quietly, 
‘You'll be happier if you don’t know.’ The response 
with which this story was greeted left no doubt in the 
mind of any one that it had gone to the spot. 

He had a wonderful memory for names, —a care- 
fully cultivated memory, and one that was kept in ex- 
cellent working order. Of course he knew personally 
thousands of Sunday-school workers all over the land. 
It was necessary that he know State leaders, and also 
large numbers of the County leaders. One man who 
had been active in the Philadelphia County Sunday 
School Association, and who realty did not suppose 
that Mr. Lawrance remembered him, met him in a 
convention in Philadelphia upon one occasion, and ex- 
pressed great surprise afterward that the General Sec- 
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retary had called him instantly by name. “Why,” said 
this good man, “I didn’t suppose that Lawrance even 
knew me; although we had met, —and yet among the 
thousands of people he must know, he remembered my 
name!” It was a great asset -to Mr. Lawrance that he 
could do this, and it brought him into .a sympathy of 
fellowship with many a worker that would not have 
been likely on other terms. There was never anything 
remote or superior about him. ‘He was very simple 
and direct in his manner, unhurried, kindly, and there 
was nothing about him to suggest any consciousness 
of particular prominence. Those of us whom he 
led by our first name, and we are many, can‘ never 
forget the loving hand-clasp, and the cordial smile 
upon his fine face, as he looked one straight in the 
ye, and said, “Well, ——-, I’m so glad to see you. 
ow are you, and how goes the work?” ; 

Of course Mr. Lawrance had been in hundreds of 
homes in America. In these homes he loved to meet 
and talk with the children, and in his “bread and but- 
ter” letters, he would remember the children’s names, 
and send his love to them; amd then he kept that 
wonderful Birthday list of his, of which so many of 
us have been beneficiaries for years. How character- 
istic were his Birthday Greetings! On one page of 
his latest and, I can hardly realize, his last Birthday 
message, was the date 1924, and then printed in red 
two words, “My Hollyhocks.” Underneath these two 
words, in his-own writing, were two limes, “My dear 
Phil, April ‘Won’” (thus graciously seeking to soften 
the blow to one who was born on April first!), and 
then underneath, in black type, — “May my hollyhocks 
with their bright bells ring in a glad New Year for 
you as you celebrate another birthday.” 

On another page was — A. Guest’s poem, “Holly- 
hocks”; and then inside the leaflet was a picture of 
the flowers themselves, and this message from Mr. 
Lawrance, in part here quoted, “The hollyhock has 
always been my favorite garden flower, and is insep- 
deality connected with my early boyhood days. But 
this is your birthday, and what have hollyhocks to do 
with birthdays? -To me they are inseparable, for no 
— that grows more fully represents the course of 
ife. 

“Near the ground are the seed pods of the flowers 
that were—not dead but full of life; like the yes- 
terdays of good deeds that never die. Next are the 
full blown flowers in all the glory of the present; 
while climbing upward to the very top of the spires are 
the unopened buds beckoning us to the tasks and op- 
portunities aves. wo 

“Thus the hollyhock brings to you my Birthday 
wish. May your present days be filled with happiness 
and peace; your past with pleasant memories; and your 
future with courage, high hope, and trust —that the 
Great Gardener may be pleased. 

“Ever your friend, 
“Marion LAWRANCE.” 


What a span of useful life from the time when the 
little boy of eleven was working among the young 
trees in their cultivation, through all the years of his 
work of Christian nurture throughout the wide world, 
to the closing days of courage, high hope and trust that 
the great Gardener may be pleased! 


PHILADELPHIA. 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
maimes or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth il! be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if re urn postage is enclosed. 


My dear Mother Ruth: I have been reading your articles 
to girls with much interest. I have been a Christian since 
3 was sixteen years old and lived a separated life from 
the world by God’s love in my heart. My parents be- 
nged to a church where dances, shows, and so on, were 
forbidden, which was a protection to me. But my 
husband is a formal Christian, and a Christian by name 
anly is no honor to our profession. So my dear girl 
af seventeen is only a Christian who has lost the divine 
touch, and she hankers after the world, and it is a prob- 
km to know just when to say no. 

We never had any cards to pass time for the young 
‘hiks except “Bible Authors.” At Christmas, rook came in 
the home. Husband says it is all right for just the home 
family to play. The girl wants other associates to play 
the game with her. I want to know if you think a game 
ef rook in a Christian home is proper? Please make our 
lome life a subject of prayer—MRS. —. 

. Y DEAR MRS. : You have much to be 

thankful for in being reared in a home where 
questionable pleasures were not allowed. I find there 
are few of that kind to-day, and we must have much 
sympathy with the girls and boys who are in the 
church life where there is such uphill work to keep 
ep any enthusiasm in the spiritual life. A truly con- 
secrated young person will have very little trouble 
& knowing God's will concerning the dance, cards, 
theater, and all the temptations that are thrown around 
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the young to entice them the other way. They can 
easily know the “broad” road and the “narrow” road, 
by reading God’s Word, and can find his will for the 
true Christian. 


If a child gets to a place where she feels you want: 


to deny her the pleasures that are enticing her, be- 
cause you did not have them, she often will resent it, 
and feel that is no reason why she should be deprived 
of having them. But if you can so live and so prove 
to her that you are pleasing God and’are denying her 
certain things for his sake, she will have more cause 
to follow your way. 

I find so many parents hesitate to refuse their chil- 
dren questionable things because the children “want 
to” do them! The weakness I fear is many times 
with the parents wanting to have an easy way pointed 
out to them of denying the thing that we know is not 
healthful to a good Christian life, and growth in spir- 
ituality. We unhesitatingly object to their eating the 
thing that will sicken them and we will not allow them 
to go with a known thief or a bad person, if we know 
it, then why not refuse the thing that will lead them 
to be worldly, while they are under our guidance? 
When ‘they arrive at the years of maturity if they 
choose the wrong, sad as it may be, we are not re- 
sponsible. 

There are great numbers of perfectly harmless 
games which have been allowed in Christian homes 
and without question. There is a. distinction which 
can easily be made between these games and what are 
commonly known as “questionable” or forbidden 
games. It is not that some one might possibly use 
these gatnes in a wrong way, but what is the reputa- 
tion and undeniable tendency of any such game? Is 
it usually played for simple recreation and amusement 
and adding to the social enjoyment of a group of 
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people, or has it associations which because of the 
sin and ruin to which it has often led, would make 
the Christian feel that en the ground of 1 Corinthians 
8:9, 13, he could better afford to do without than to 
take. pleasure in anything which has caused the down- 
fall and ruin of many souls? Both dancing and 
“cards” have ruined many lives. That settles them 
for the earnest Christian, but we do not know of any 
life ever being spiritually or morally hurt by such 
games as flinch, authors, rook, and many other.games, 
You see, they are in an altogether different class, and 
you would be helping your daughter in ail the .rest 
of her life if you could get her to see the principle 
which guides you in the matter, and just why you 
permit some things and refuse to permit her to par- 
ticipate in others which to her unformed judgment 
may seem somewhat similar. A book which might give 
you help and guidance on problems of this sort is 
“Border Lines in the Field of Doubtful Practises,” 
by H. Clay Trumbull (It may be obtained from The 
Sunday School Times, Philadelphia, ‘at $1.) 

I am sorry you and your husband do not see to- 
gether in this thing, for it makes the home life so 
much more harmonious. Here again is a place where 
God can work, when we are helpless. Just get in 
constant prayer to God over this, and see what won- 
ders he. can work for you. re is “nothing im- 
possible” with him, and his concern for each one of 
your family is greater than yours can be, so take 
it all to him in prayer, and what you cannot work out 
with reasoning with him, you can work through your 
Lord, in faith and persistent prayer. 

May the dear Lord give you his wisdom to deal 
with this question, which will prove in F pte family 
ues that pe Christ is the center around which you 
all move 
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Summing Up the Evidence for Sodom 


The seven proofs which establish the sites of the lost “Cities of the Plain” 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. a2ieagent of corals Theological Seminary ond | 
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from Lisan to the Port of Jericho. Come sit be- 

side me on the little promenade deck, that we may 
talk over what we have seen. And now that- the 
missing link has been found, we must put all the 
links together into a complete chain. Probably many 
have already done this, but others will not have done 
so, It is always helpful clearly to state conclusions. 
Some of the evidence in this case is the result of the 
labors of others, and has been known for many years; 
some is the result of this expedition. All must be put 
together, for a complete understanding of the case. 
This is the task before us now. 


1. It has been established that there was here a 
Canaanite civilization of the Early Bronze Age, the 
time of Abraham and Lot, and of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, Cities of the Plain, at the southern end of 
the Dead Sea, and that this civilization ceased about 
thé time of Abraham, and was not resumed, nor even 
succeeded, by any other, certainly until the time of 
Ezekiel, and probably not until Byzantine times, 
This is the very important conclusion established by 
the Xenia Seminary Expedition to the Cities of the 
Plain. The pottery from the graves along.the eastern 
edge of the Plain, the fine old pottery of the Early 
Bronze Age, together with the primitive Canaanite 
High Place discovered in connection with these 
graves, reveals unmistakably the ‘civilization of Pales- 
tine at that time, while the careful and painstaking 
search of the Plain north, south, east, and west, and 
the examination of ruins down to virgin sand and 
gravel failed to reveal any trace of the civilization 
in later centuries. This is negative evidence, it is true; 
but there are times when negative evidence comes 
to have almost all the force of positive evidence, and 
this is one such instance. For the absolute silence 
of Scripture concerning any civilization on this 
Plain from the time of Abraham onward, certainly 
to the time of Ezekiel, and most probably to the end 
of the period of revelation, finds its counterpart and 
confirmation in this like silence in the -testimony of 
the ruins on the Plain. Thus science and revelation 
tell here the same story. The missing link of evidence 
is found. 

2. With this missing link may now_ be joined also 
another link that has been in possession for a good 
many years, and which we have already noted in 
passing, while recounting the story of these re- 
searches. It is that there ~was just such a tragedy 
here as that described in the Biblical record. This 
has been established by the geologists, especially 
Wright and Blankenkorn, some twénty-five years 
ago. This region was found to be a burnt-out region 
of oil and asphalt, of which, indeed, there is again 
an accumulation that will soon be exploited,— is 
even now, as I write, being reported. Now wherever 
these conditions exist there is an accumulation of 
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gases, and the geologists tell us that here, at some 
time which they cannot exactly fix, these gases were 
ignited by some means, also to them unknown, and 
there was a great explosion, with first. an. upheaval, 
and then a subsidence of the strata. The character 
of the ruptured strata has also been determined, with 
most interesting conclusions. There is along the 
lower part of this. Plain a great stratum of rock salt, 
which on the. western side of the Plain shows ‘itself 
in a great salt mountain, now known as Jebel Usdum. 
At its base is a stratum of rock salt about one hun- 
dred and fifty. feet thick. It is almost pure salt, but 
lies in layers of varying thickness. Mixed with 
layers of salt, and falling down over them also, is a 
marl in which is much free sulphur, lumps of which 
we picked up along the sea. When the explosion of 
the gases took place, this stratum of salt mixed with 
sulphur was ruptured with the other strata, and the 
salt and sulphur carried up into the heavens red-hot, 
and so rained down upon Sodom and Gomorrah, over 
the whole region, exactly as the Scripture describes 
the rain of fire and brimstone from heaven. Mixed 
with the salt and sulphur was also the asphalt, heated 
to a high degree. Now what makes a greater smoke 
than a vat of boiling asphalt at work on the street? 
Thus we have an exact accounting for the smoke up to 
heaven, “as the smoke of a furnace.” A low place in 
the hills toward Hebron opened the way for Abraham 
to see this distinctly from that distant point. 

Thus the geologists have found in nature exactly 
what the Biblical record describes in Providence. 
The sacred writer draws aside the veil and lets us 
see the immediate working of the hand of God; the 
geologist looks upon the materials upon which the 
hand of God was employed, and shows us what was 


done. We have thus a scientific account of the 


miracle, and as well its confirmation. 


{ 
3. If is*most interesting to note also, as we have 


already found, that the only correct description of 
this region is that found in the account in Genesis, 
where it is characterized as beautiful and fruitful, 
like “the garden of the Lord.” It is true enough that 


in the midst of summer drought and more than trop- |; 
ical heat the Plain is probably a dreary enough 


place, but yet we discovered and made plain in 


story of the expedition that in the winter months . 
there is here an ideal climate, with ideal conditions 


for delightful living. Even with the poor irrigation 
of the Bedouin large portions of the Plain have 
luxuriant vegetation, and with adequate irrigation 
the whole Plain would be truly like “the garden of 
the Lord.” There can be no sort of doubt that this 
will soon be éne of the most popular of Oriental 
health resorts. Such, in character, is the Plain now. 

Having now. confirmed the story of the Plain and 
its catastrophe and its’'time, the Early Bronze Age, 
we are ready to scrutinize the evidence concerning 
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Lesson for June 8 
Psalm 137 : 1-6; Ezekiel 34 


en location of the Cities, and estimate it at its proper 
value. 


4. The catastrophe took place where the ruins of 
the catastrophe now are; ruins do not move around. 
Places, names, and local traditions may do so, but a 
scientific examination of the remains invariably re- 
veals the truth, Mistakes in identification of the 
Cities of the Plain in the past have arisen from the 
fact that travelers and students have been guided 
wholly by the Biblical account, place names, and 
local traditions. The Biblical account we have found 
to be correct, and so reliable, but place names and 
local traditions become méndicant in an exasperating 
way. It is not unknown in modern times that, when 
a town has been destroyed by fire or flood, it has 
been rebuilt at another place considerably removed, 
and has yet carried its old name with it. In the his- 
tory of Jerusalem there is the most notable instance 
of the name of Zion, which originally belonged to 
the little eastern hill on which stood the Jebusite 
castle, and later the tower of David and his palaces, 
having been transferred to the larger hill in the west 
known as Mount Zion in the days of our Lord, 
and ever since so designated. It is evident that we 
cannot rely upon place names and local traditions 
alone for the identification of holy places. Pottery 
has proved the best archeological evidence of a 
particular location of a civilization. There is also 
the common-sense principle stated at the head of 
this article. Natural evidence does not move about 
any more than archeological evidence. And so the 
catastrophe took place just where the ruins of that 
catastrophe now are. The strata of salt and sulphur 
show whence they went up into the heavens, and the 
incrustrations of. salt and sulphur show where they 
came down. Here, then, on the Plain near this salt 
mountain, were the Cities of the Plain. But exactly 
where? 


s. We are obliged to report that none of the places 
heretofore pointed out as the site of any one of the 
Cities of the Plain is in fact so. The archeological 
evidence, the pottery of the Early Bronze Age, is not 
found at any of these places.. They largely repre- 
sent the work of the Crusaders, as at El Ubrous, 
thought by General Kitchener to be ancient Zoar, 
still more the work of Arab times early and late, 
and in small part Byzantine work at a time when 
there was a bishopric at Zoar. 


6. In seeking the exact location of the Cities of the 
Plain, we must take particular notice of the fact that 
in the days of Abraham the Sea was at a much lower 
level than it now is. We have seen from the de- 
scription of the researches, especially of the shallow 
water and the submerged forest, that a lower _level 
of water would mean a larger extent of the Plain. 
How much larger, however, does not appear until we 
have taken particular notice of other evidence al- 
ready before us, some before us even for a long 
time. . The geologists have shown that in geological 
ages the Sea was at a much higher level. This fact 
naturally raises the question, Was the Sea at any 
time at a lower level than now? ‘The immediate 
answer is already before us. The submerged forest 
shows conclusively that fifty years ago the Sea was at 
a much lower level, sand the fact that the water has 
reached the higher ground all around the Sea makes it 
‘certain that it will continue to rise for a long time yet, 
— if there is anything to cause a demand for increase 
in the surface of the Sea. There is now, and has 
been in all ages, just such a demand. If sand or 
gravel is put in the edge of a basin oi water, either 
the water will rise in the basin or it will run over 
the edge. It will not rise-if it can run over the edge — 
until the place into which it runs is filled up to the 
level of the water in the basin. The Dead Sea is 
just such a basin. The Jordan River brings down 
enormous quantities of detritus and fills in a great 
delta at the northern side of the Sea. Since the days 
of Joshua it has filled in the Sea from Beth Hogla 
down to the present shore line, a distance of nearly 
six miles, or almost one-seventh of the deep part of 
the Sea. The problem of nature at such a sea is the 
problem of an equilibrium between inflow and evapo- 
ration. If the inflow is greater than the evapofation, 
the Sea rises until it can run over the edge and in- 
crease the evaporating area. The filling in of the 
Jordan delta caused exactly this to be done. As the 
evaporating area was greater in the days of Abraham, 
when the Sea extended to Beth Hogla, the Sea was 
then lower than now, and as it filled in it rose until it 
could run over the edge, and the only edge low enough 
to run over is the edge toward this Plain at the lower 
end of the Sea. It had not done so when the Roman 
road came down to the end of the Lisan to cross 
over; it had not entirely been done even seventy-five 
years ago, at which time these Kerak Arabs remem- 
ber the ford at the lower end of the Sea. Latterly it 
has risen rapidly,-and covered nearly the whole Plain 
with shallow water, Thirty-two years ago, when I 
first saw the Sea, it was so much lower than now 
that there was a beautiful island in the north end of 
the Sea, but to-day, as we approach the Port of 


Jericho we pass over that island in several feet of 
water. 


recente me hte 


_he went up ifto the mountain, and it 
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7. On this Plain, then, in the days of Abraham, 
near the midst of the place where the ruins ‘of the 
catastrophe are now, the Cities of the Plain stood 
then. Exactly when? We have seen that the in- 
‘habitancy of the Plain from the earliest ruins down 
to our camp are all along the course of these little 
rivers of sweet water. Water is a human necessity. 
Especially in lands of little rain, as this, centers of 
population must follow the water courses. These 
water courses of the Plain converge toward a center 
in front of Jebel Usdum. When Lot fled, he asked 
to be allowed to occupy Zoar, and was granted per- 
mission. Afterwards, when afraid to remain there, 
roved to be in 
the Land of Moab, named, indeed, for him. Thus 
it is certain that Zoar lay on the edge of the Plain 
east of Sodom, and Sodom lay down the water course 


sae 


between that point and Jebel Usdum. The narrow- 
ness of the Sea at that point between the submerged 
forests brings this region within a very small com- 
pass. There, in that little area, in the shallow water 
and the deep mud, the ruins of Sodom lie. When 
the great irrigating and power project for drawing 
off the waters of the Jordan is carried out, and the 
Sea sinks to a lower level, we may again look upon 
the ruins of the doomed cities, but not till then, 


The Xenia Expedition has nothing sensational 
to report, but the scientific value of its work, fur- 
nishing, as it does, the historical sanctions of the 
Biblical story, and of the certainty of the location 
of the Cities of the Plain, is far greater than dis- 
covery of a king’s crown. 


AFLOAT ON THE Deap SEA. 








Memories of the Great War 


How God led through crushing sorrow to joy and peace 











By a Christian Mother 














As Memorial Day approaches when the hearts of thousands will bow in reverent tribute not only to the men who 


fought and bled in the Civil War, but likewise to those who only a few years ago laid fi 
country’s altar, there will be many for whom the day brings only a 


resh young lives on their 
and increased sense of irreparable loss 


and anguish which time has not healed. Does not this testimony from a mother who lost three of her five sons on 
the fields of France prove that in spite of such overwhelming sorrow one may have joy and peace in the heart 
and calm confidence in the Father who ‘‘doeth all things well’’ > 


the Christian life, and never once has the Lord 

failed me. Unfaithful I have often been,— but 
He, never. There have been periods of joy in life, 
and also of great sorrow, but in all the Lord has been 
true to his promise: “I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee.” 

There is so much molding to do before we 
can become “vessels unto -honor, sanctified, and meet 
for the Master’s use, and prepared unto every good 
work.” Sometimes it is by the still waters and green 
pastures that he leads; then again it may be by the 
bed of sickness, or through the agony of bereave- 
ment, that he teaches us what we would not other- 
wise learn. We shall never in this life solve the 
mystery of suffering, but we have the Master's 
promise that what we know not now we shall know 
hereafter. That day will clear up all that is now 
hidden, and we shall know as we are known, _ 

The War seems to many now to be lapsing into a 
memory, but there are many others who, like myself, 
will always carry its scars. Just what it meant first 
came home to us in 1914, when one day an “extra” 
was published saying Canada would have to send 
500,000 men. Where were they to come from? Our 
family circle had up to that time been unbroken, our 
five boys all living at home, and engaged in various 
occupations in the city where we lived. Four of 
them were of military age, the oldest twenty-two, 
and they all said they were ready if needed, though 
they did not want to go. The bitterness of death 
began that day! That was the beginning,— what 
would be the end? At first there were as many men 
available as were needed, and it. was not till Sep- 
tember, 1915, that the first break was made; but two 
more were in khaki before Christmas, and the fourth 
came home from the university to say good-bye. 
God intervened in the latter case, and we were called 
on to part with only three. The first was soon in 
France, and then began a time of great anxiety, 
which only those who have passed through can under- 
stand. His first baptism was at the third battle 
of Ypres, June, 1916, when his company went in a 
full number, and Jess than twenty came out. That 
morning I felt he was in danger, and went back to 
my room a second time to pray for him. He told us 
afterwards that bullets were raining thick and fast 
all around, but not one touched him. 

Another time, as I lay awake in the night agoniz- 
ing in prayer for his safety, it seemed as though the 
room filled with light, and the Lord himself stood at 
the foot of the bed and said, “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name; thou 


| HAVE now had over forty years’ experience in 


“art mine. When thou passest through the. waters, I 


will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the -flame 
kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the 
Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour.” 

The vision lasted just a minute, but oh, the joy it 
left behind! I took it as an answer to my prayer,— 
a promise that the Lord would be with me through 
the agony of separation and anxiety, and that the boy 
would come home. But now I see the true meaning, 
for I have had to pass through the waters, the 
_— and the fire, and He has been with me all the 
ime. 

Time passed on, and on September 15 came the 
battle of Courcelette, and our boy fell shot through 
the heart! How well I remember that day when the 
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wire came! It was a perfect day, of the kind which 
makes one feel it is good to be alive, and I was 
planning to sit down and write him a long letter when 
the news came, “Killed in action!” This was the only 
one of our boys who, though everything that could be 
be desired, had never, as far as we knew, made an 
open confession of Christ. But I felt that the child 
of gti | prayers was safe in God’s keeping, and 
that night € gave me the assurance that all was well. 

I was lying awake, when again the room seemed 
filled with light, and I saw our boy, the one nearest 
to me of a white-robed throng. He was radiantly 
beautiful, and seemed to be so happy! He spoke to 
me and said, “I’m all right, mother, and much better 
off, and it won’t be long before you come too.” Then 
I heard a voice saying: “These are they which came 
up out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are tney before the throne of God, and 
serve him day and night in his temple: . . . They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall 
the sun light-on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: 
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 

It passed, but the comfort of it is with me now. 
Some may say this is just the raving of a disordered 
intellect, but God's ord assures us’ that Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever, 
and does not leave his children alone in the fiery fur- 
mac€ now any more than in the days of the three 
Hebrew children. 

We also had the joy of a letter from our boy 
written the day before the battle, saying that, what- 
ever might happen to him, all was well; and testi- 
mony was later borne by some of his comrades to 
the beauty of the Christian life he led among them. 
One of them crept out into No Man’s Land to where 
he lay, and took from his pocket the ‘Testament 
he always carried, and sent it home to us. Our 
oldest boy, writing from overseas, said: “In time 
you will praise God that in his mercy he has allowed 
our dear one to depart in so peaceful a manner, and 
that you have already had his filial love and com- 
panionship for so many years. . . . In case I don't 
come home again,— an event I do not by any means 
anticipate,— please don’t have any doubt but that [ 
am en the Lord’s side, and you may be sure we shall 
meet again beyond this vale of tears.” His other 
brother wrote: “He showed great and wonderful 
promise, and, had he remained with us, would prob- 
ably have achieved great and noble things. ... As 
we, his brothers, go on to fill up the empty spaces, 
and as we pass into ‘the valley of the shadow,’ trust 
and fear only Him who has power over both body 
and spirit.” 

I learned a new lesson through this trial, and when 
our other two boys got to the firing line, I no longer 
prayed that God would give them back to us, -for 
the journey through Gethsemane with my Lord had 
taught me to say with him: “If it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as 
thou wilt”; and so I prayed for them in this way. ° 
All I could do was to pray and trust him, for the 
Judge of all the earth must do right. The first step 
was, “What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.” 
The next was harder, for human nature is so weak: 
“IT will trust, and not be afraid.” Why should we 
fear, when we know that we and‘ uur dear ones are 
safe in his keeping, and nothing can touch them or us 
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without his permission? But the next step was 
harder still, On April 9, 1917, our oldest son fell at 
Vimy Ridge, and when the cable came, the first wild 
thought was, “Is there a God?” But it was not long 
that this lasted, and he gave me grace to go a step 
farther: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 

As the months went on, we began to think the third 
boy would surely come home; but on September 17, 
1918, he was killed instantly while giving aid to the 
wounded, But oh, the lovingkindness of my Lord 
in this third and last great trial! He was with me 
all the time, and during those first days after the news 
came, the cross of Christ and all we owe to him was 
made so real; for only through his death and resur- 
rection have we hope of meeting our loved ones again. 


“In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time.” 


There was the great sorrow which would have 
crushed, but did not because of the consciousness of 
the Master’s presence and upholding power, and the 
words that gave me most comfort just then were 
those of one of Wesley’s hymns: 


“Peace, doubting heart, my God’s I am, 
Who formed me man forbids my fear; 

The Lord hath called me by my name, 
The Lord protects, for ever near. 

His blood for me did once atone, 

And now He loves and guards His own. 


“When passing through the wat’ry deep 
I ask in faith His promised aid, 
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The waves an awful distance keep, 
And shrink from my devoted head; 

‘ Fearless their violence I dare, 

They cannot harm, for God is there.” 


Many ask,.“How can you be so cheerful when you 
have lost so much?” But why should the children 
of the King go mourning all their days? Why should 
I always wear a long face and create an atmosphere 
of depression wherever I go, when the Lord is with 
me all the time, assuring me that all is well? There 
are times when I look downwards to the three graves 
somewhere in France, and then the horror of it all 
comes home. Then I remember that it cannot be long 
before I shall go to them, and with them be “for ever 
with the Lord,” and_I find then that the joy of the 
Lord is my strength. 

How can I be cheerful? Years ago I came to God 
for pardon, and left my sins at the foot of the Cross. 
My Lord bore them away, and I was justified, made 
a child of God, and ‘I went on my way rejoicing, 
like Christian of old. I gave myself to him to be and 
to do what he would have me. “Where he leads me, 
I will follow.” He does the rest, and richly fulfils 
= promises in his Word that are claimed by 

aith, 

Why have I written this? Because the Master 
says, “Ye are my witnesses,” and because I pray 
that he may use this testimony to his goodness 
to help some one else who may doubting him to 
trust him fully. The Rock of Ages is such a sure 
foundation, such “a refuge in the times of trouble”! 
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How few of us really 
to God's work. 
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Teaching Sacrificial Giving in Sunday-School | 


deny ourselves any luxury or comfort in order that we may give 
Is not the Sunday-school the |! 
the grace of giving should be instilled into young lives? 








Ogical place where 

















HALL we offer unto the Lord our God of that 
which doth cost us nothing, that same Lord who 
for our sakes became poor. 

David’s indignant words of old were brought anew 
to the members of our Bible School some years ago, 
as we inaugurated the plan of “Self-Denial Week.” 
Our Bible School offivers and teachers felt that our 
scholars, coming as they do from comfortable and in- 
dulgent homes, needed greatly to be trained in true 
giving, and so the plan was started, the seed sown. 

And what were the motives urged for this giving up 
of small pleasures and luxuries that there might a 
giving to the Lord? They were gratitude, for “what 
shall we render unto the Lord for all his benefits 
toward us,”— benefits which he has purchased for us 
at such infinite cost, and obedience, as in love to him 
who said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments,” 
we strive to obey his last great command to “preach 
the gospel to every creature.” : k 

We feel. sure ‘that the plan was built upon right 
foundations, for as the plan has grown into a custom, 
so the interest and enthusiasm and gifts have grown 
likewise. The gifts increased in a few years from 
about sixty to over six hundred dollars, 

A part of the harvest has already been gathered 
in the increase of this special offering, and the in- 
crease of our regular giving to missions and benevo- 
lences, to which all the school’s contributions are sent 
but the unseen harvest in the enriching of the lives o 
our own boys and girls and in the fields afar where 
the gifts have enabled the good seed to be more abun- 
dantly scattered, who can measure? ; 

We feel that the attractively printed and persuasively 
worded little messages, where verses of Scripture and 
hymns are effectively combined to add to the plea, have 
had no little to do with the success of our “Weeks” 
Some of these may contain suggestions for other Bible 
Schools where there is the same need of training in 
the truth that “He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully,” yea, bountifully in the joy and 
blessing that come to the givers who do offer unto 
the Lord that which costs. 


How Much Owest Thou 
? ? ? ? 

There are some debts we cannot pay. 

The debt we owe our Lord and Saviour is such a debt. 

“To Him we owe our life and breath and all the joys 
we have.” 

And yet how fine a thing it is to make some return to 
one who has done a great deal for us. 

lf we know some means of pleasing one whom we love, 
how we delight to do it. , ‘ 

Our Saviour said, “If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments.” 

He also said, “This commandment give I unto you, that 
ye love one another.” i 

He further said, “Go ye also and teach all nations.” 

We cannot all go, but we can all help to send. 

Will you not, during this coming week, help to send, by 
denying yourself some pleasure, some luxury, or what 
may seem almost a necessity, and bring the proceeds as a 
willing offering to Him who though He was rich-yet for our 
sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might 
be rich? ? 

Will you not thus help our Saviour te accomplish that 
for which he sacrificed his earthly life? 


= 
Will you not be a laborer together with -him in the 
great work of soul-saving? 
It is worth while. 


Will — 


— unite with the other members of Woodland Bible School 
in the observance of Self-Denial Week? For a number of 
years the scholars, teachers, and officers of Woodland 
Bible School have set apart the week preceding Washing- 
ton’s Birthday as a time during which they one and all 
practised some form of self-denial, and brought the re- 
sults thereof as a willing offering to the cause of Him 
who for their sakes 
“Left His starry throne, 
And laid- His robes aside, 
On wings of love came down, 
And wept and bled and died. 
What He endured no tongue can tell 
To save our souls from death and hell.” 


When we think of what the sacrifice on Calvary means 
to us, shall we not resolve that the offering of the coming 
Self-Denial Week shall be greater than ever before, more 
worthy of Woodland School, and more expressive of the 
love we bear our Lord and Saviour? 


-——Mary Brainerd Smith, Philadelphia, ‘ 
% 


How One Sunday-School 
Stimulated Giving 
HE well-rounded Christian is a giving Christian, 
But how few giving Christians we have in some 
of our churches! One reason for this is the fact that 
many men and women of to-day were not taught the 
grace of giving when they were young. 

Our Sunday-school, realizing the importance of this 
part of its work, recently decided to emphasize it in 
its teaching. 

A budget for the year was made out by the execu- 
tive committee, with definite amounts for the following 
items: Supplies, missions, County Sunday-school As- 
sociation dues, postage and stationery, music, inci- 
dentals. The ability of each class was then consid- 
ered in the light of what its members had been-doing 
and what it was believed they were able to do, and a 
tentative amount was apportioned to each. 

At the next workers’ conference the matter was 
presented and discussed, with the result that the bud- 
get as a whole was adopted by the school the follow- 
ing Sunday. 

On the next Sunday morning a short talk on “Giv- 
ing to the Lord” was made by one of the workers. 
In this the following points were touched upon: “Why 
should we give to the Lord?” “How can we give to 
the Lord?” and “How much should we give to the 
Lord?” In connection with the last it was made clear 
that God expects each to give in proportion to what 
he has, and that hence, in His sight, what would be a 
princely gift from one would be small indeed from an- 
other; also that to be acceptable to him our gifts 
should cost us something in thought, in love, and in 
labor or sacrifice. 

After the talk, pledge cards were given out to the 
members of the Junior and Intermediate Classes, with 
the understanding that when filled out and signed 


« 


t 


May 24, 1924 


they would be seen only by the teacher, to whom th 
were to be handed. fed read: ™ 


I promise to pay as my pledge to missions and 
the expenses of the Sunday-school the sum of .... 
cents per week. 


Signed CSCCOD COS OEE SESE COCOSeCEsEKeLCe 


When these were turned in, each teacher added the 
separate amounts, handing in the result to the secre- 
tary as the class pledge. In nearly every case these 
pledges approximated very closely the apportionment 
which had been given the respective classes, 

It is interesting to record that after this campaign 
the offerings of the school increased twenty percent 
over what they had previously been, and that the 
scholars themselves are taking a much greater interest 


in bringing their offerings.—Esther Ellis Reeks, Boul- 
der, Col. 





The Victorious Life 


Keswick’s New Gift 


A generous gift of $2,000 for America’s 
Keswick has come from a grateful family, friends 
of Keswick and of the Victorious Life . Testimony, 
May not this be an earnest-of God’s to finish 
the work. in time for the Eastern Victorious Life Con- 
ference in July? Of. the $12,000 needed as a minimum 
to make Keswick ready, in buildings and eepuipeient, 
$2,165 has been received, but $0,835 is still needed, 
How many dollars’ worth of blessing can you accept? 
Gifts or pledges may be sent to B. F, Culp, Treasurer, 
&. Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
€ , 


Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., May 29 to June 1.—Memorial Day weck- 
end Victorious Life Conference. Board and room $2.50 per 
person per day. $1 for registtation. Full information may 
be had by addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, 80 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Keswick, N..J., July. 19-27.—Eastern Victorious Life Con- 
ference (formerly held at Stony Brook, L. I.). Rates for 
board and room, for the conference period, $15 per person 
fer rooms containing three or more persons, $18 per per- 
son for rooms containing two. Because of the limited ac- 
commodations, no reom--can -he reserved one person 
(with the possible exception of a speaker). Registration 
fee is $3. Full information may be had by addressing the \ 
Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 


nut Street, Philadelphia. 


Knowlton, Quebec, Can., August 4-11.—Knowlton Victo- 
rious Life Conference. Full information may be had by 
addressing the. Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Willoughby, August 11-17.—Erieside Victorious 
Life Conference. Rates for board and room, for confer- 
ence period, $12.50 to $15 per person, depending on, location 
of room. No reservation will be made unless application is 


accompanied by registration fee, which will be $2.50 per 


person. Full information may be had by addressing the 
Rev. H. Mackenzie, Erieside Conference Hotel, R. F. D. 
No. 3, Willoughby, Ohio. Pe i 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements ; 
Philadelphia, Pa., May 21-3¢.—National Bible Institute. 

Care of the Rev. W. W. Rugh, 1418 North 16th Street. : 
Sea Wash., June 8-15.—First Presbyterian Church, 

Care of Mark A. Matthews, D.D. 


The Rev. W. Graham Scroggie 
Coming to America 


MERICAN Christians are again to have the priv- 

ilcee of hearing the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie, 
one of England’s foremost Bible students and teachers. 
Mr. Scroggie is pastor of the Charlotte Chapel of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, and_is well known as a teacher 
and speaker at the great Keswick Convention in Eng- 
land. His appointments in the United States and Can- 
ada, so far as they have now been arranged are here 
given. Sunday School Times readers and friends are 
urged to pray that rich blessing may come from all 
of Mr. Scroggie’s meetings. 


May 24.—Sail from Southampton, Eng., on the Steamer 
Berengaria. 3 

June r°6.—New York City. ° 

June 8-13.—Philadelphia (auspices, Victorious Life Council). 

June 15-22.—Buffalo, N..Y. City Missions. 

June 24-29.—Ottawa,: Ont., Union Bible Class. 

July 1-6—Gull Lake, Augusta, Mich. Bible Conference. 

July /9-13—Eaglesmere, Pa., Bible Conference. 

July 15-25.—Chicago, Ill., Moody Bible Institute (Special 
Summer Course for Ministers and Students). 

July 27-31—Cedar Lake, Ind., Bible Conference. 

August 3, 10, 17.—Toronto, Ont., Knox Presbyterian Church. 

August 4-8—Hamilton, Ont., Union Conference. 

August 18-22—Muskoka Lakes, Ont., Canadian Keswick 
Conference. 

August 24-31.—Toronto, Ont., Knox Presbyterian Church. 

September 3-10.—Winnipeg, Man., Elim Chapel. 

September 12-14.—Brookings, S. D., First Baptist Church. 

September 17.—Sail_from New York on Steamer Aquitania. 
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Lesson for Jung 8 
Psalm 137 : 1-6; Ezekiel 34 
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LESSON 10. 


camel 


JUNE 8. EZEKIEL ENCOURAGES THE EXILES | 
International Uniform Lesson.—Psalm_ 137.: 1-6; Ezekiel 34 
Golden Text.—I will seek that which was lost, and will bring back that which was driven away.—Ezek. 34: 16 











- The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 

The great “unconditional” promises of God! This 
passage fairly teems with the “I wills” of God! .“I, 
even I, will’! The contrast is with the false shep- 
herds of verses I-10; in verse 15, R. V., we read, “I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep.” 

Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-26, Twenty-one of them! “I 
will search and seek,” “I will bring,” “I will feed,” “I 
will cause,” “I will set up,” “I will make,” “Therefore 
will I save my flock”! - 

Genesis 28: 13-15, Seven “Wills” and “Shalls” of 
God! ‘Alas! Jacob put an “If” fn it (vs. 20-22). 

John 10: 28, 29, “I give,” “Shall never,” “Neither.” 

Second 

“Their OWN LAND”! The regathering of “scat- 

_. Israel, yet to be! And this by the “I will” -of 


Ezekiel 34: 11-13, “will bring them to their OWN 
land’! Verse 27, “They shall be safe in THEIR 
‘land’! ~ (See verse 30; NOT “Judah” from Babylon! 
But “House of Israel”! (Ezekiel 37:11, “WHOLE 
house of Israel’*!) 

Ezekiel 34: 23, 24, “My servant David” is Christ. “The 
root and the offspring of David” (Rev. 22:16) who 
shall sit upon the “Throne of David.” © 

Jeremiah 23: 5-8, “Shall dwell in THEIR OWN 
LAND.” 

Amos 9:15, “I will plant them upon THEIR 
LAND.” “No more pulled up out of THEIR LAND.” 


: Third 

The Shepherd! What*is a shepherd for? To lose 
sheep? ‘No! to KEEP sheep! Having once “Taken 
up” Israel, the Lord our God will never GIVE UP 
Israel! (National Israel.) So with us as individual 
believers, the Lord Jesus as our Great Shepherd keeps 
us. ; \ 

Ezekiel 34: 12-16, “As a shepherd SEEKETH.” “I 
will feed them,” “I will CAUSE them to lie down’! 
“I will seek that which was lost.” Romans 11: 25-29. 

Psalm 23: 3, “He RESTORETH my soul.” 1 Peter 
1: 3-5. 

Luke 15:4-6, “UNTIL he find it’! Sheep, not 
goats | 


Fourth 

And WHAT a restoration! Unto great and di- 
versified BLESSING! As with Israel, so with Chris- 
tians. 

Ezekiel 34: 14, 1S “I will feed them in good pasture; 
a fat pasture”! erse 25, “A covenant of peace’! 
Verse 26, “I will make them 
be SHOWERS of blessing”! Verse 27, And: plenty 
and safety! Isaiah 62: 1-5, “A crown of glory in the 
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem’’ ! 

Psalm 51:12, 13, “Restore unto me the JOY of 
thy salvation; then will I.” 

MarsHALt, ‘TEX, 


a blessing; there shall 


The Message of the Lesson 
By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
I. The Scripture To Be Read 


HE main method of encouragement (chap. 34) 
is by showing them the faithfulness of Cod as 


against the unfaithfulness of their human leaders. 


The Appeal (vs. 1-6). The shepherds dre the rulers 

and teachers, and their utter selfishness is indicated 
and condemned (vs. 2, 3). They lived for themselves 
alone. Five failures are pointed out (v. 4). The con- 
dition of the sheep was such that the shepherds ought 
to have helped them, but instead, cruelty marked their 
attitude. The result was defenselessness and disper- 
sion. What an awful picture of faithlessness in the 
service of God! 
_ The Announcement (vs. 7-10). .God’s solemn warn- 
ing against unfaithfulness. Notice the two “I wills” 
in verse 10. God will not be indifferent either to the 
sin of the shepherds or the condition of the sheep. 

The Assurance (vs. 11-16). A wonderful picture 
of the way in which God will interpose and save his 
sheep. Note the stages: (1) Seeking, verse 11; (2) 
delivering, verse 12; (3) gathering, verse 13; (4) 
feeding, verses 14, 15; (5) healing, verse 16; (6) 
protecting, verses 14, 15, “lie down”; (7) punishing, 
verse 16. The emphasis on “I” is striking. 


The Action (vs. 17-22). Even the flock was not 





Panne Take: The Good Shepherd 
i ict G erd, 
Lesson Materia! : od Shep! : 13-16, 25, 26. 
: om 4 Verse; Jehovah is my shepherd ; I shall not want. 
. Psa. 23: 1. 
Junior Topic: Ezekiel Preaching to the Exiles. 
Lesson Material: Ezekiel 34. 
Memory Verse: Ezekiel 34: 12. 
jate ior Topic: Jehovah Seeking His Scattered 


Topie for Youne People and Adults: Ezekiel’s Mission to the 
es. 
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The portion of the text imdicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Ezekiel 34 : 11-16, 25, 


34:11 For thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I my- 
self, even I, will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. 12 As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day 
that he is among his sheep that are scattered abroad, so 
will I seek out my sheep; and I will deliver them out of 
all places whither they have been scattered in 1 the cloudy 
and dark day. 13 And I will bring them out from the 
peoples, and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land; and I will feed them upon 
the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all 
the inhabited places of the country. 141 will feed them 
with good pasture; and upon the mountains of the height 
of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie down in 
a good fold; and on fat pasture shall they feed upon the 
mountains of Israel. 15 1 myself will be the shepherd of 
my ‘sheep, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the 
Lord Jehovah. 161. will seek that which was lost, and 
will bring back that which was driven away, and will bind 
up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which 
was sick: but the fat and the strong I will destroy; I will 
feed them in justice. 


25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and 
wil] cause evil beasts to cease out of the land; and they 
shall dwell securely in the wilderness, and sleep in the 
woods. 26 And I will make them and the places round 
about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower to 
come down in its season; there shall. be showers of bless- 
ing. 

, 1Heb. the day of clouds and thick darkness. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








free from wrong. There had been injustice and op- 
pression (vs. 17-19). But God would deal in right- 
eousness with this and prevent further trouble. 


The Anticipation (vs. 23-31). But the blessings 
would not and could not be realized merely in the 
return from Babylon. There was to be a great future 
far beyond. The complete fulfilment would be in the 
days of the Messiah, another and greater David. His 
work as Shepherd would bring: (1) Peace, verse 25, 
(2) safety, verse 25; (3) blessing, verse 26; (4) 
fruitfulness, verse 27; (5) deliverance, verses 27, 28, 
(6) glory, verse 29; (7) assurance, verses 27, 30, 
“know.” Thus, Ezekiel encouraged the people, with 
the picture of a glorious future. 


Il. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Jehovah Seeking His 
Scattered People. Under the figure of a Shepherd 
sends a series of heartening messages through 
Ezekiel to Israel, telling of (1) possession (“my”), 
in spite of their sad plight; (2) provision, assuring 
them of every need being supplied; (3) protection, in 
the face of their enemies inside the land (evil leaders) 
and outside (v. 5, “beasts,” heathen nations); (4) 
promise, as marked by the repetition of “I will’; (5) 
prospect, the wonderful time coming through the Mes- 
Siah (vs. 23-31). 

2. Young People and Adults: Ezekiel’s Mission to 
the Exiles. This was twofold. (1) While Jerusalem 
remained untaken, the exiles of the first and second 
deportations (see last lesson) were buoyed up with 
hope that the beloved city would’ not fall. But Eze- 
kiel urged them to face the facts and not to be de- 
ceived. God would certainly bring about Jerusalem’s 
downfall and the main substance of Ezekiel’s mis- 
sion up to that time was a threefold message of (a) 
sin, (b) suffering, and (c) sorrow, as clearly shown 
by the circumstances of Israel. But the moment Jeru- 
salem fell, there came a wonderful change in the tone 
of the prophet, and (2) he began to encourage the 
people with the assurance of deliverance and the prom- 
ise of a future Messiah in whom the nation would 
receive back all its glory. And so this part of his 
mission was marked by (a) consolation, (b) confi- 
dence, and (c) courage. This is the twofold mission 
of every worker for God: a message about Sin and 
a message about Salvation. 


Ill. The Golden Text 

In Ezekiel 34: 16 we have two great truths. 

1. A Sad Plight. “Lost” and “driven away.” The 
“lost” sheep means helplessness, hopelessness, and use- 
lessness. The sinner is “lost” to all that is good, pure, 


and valuable; lost to his position and possibility in.the 
sight of God. The sheep “driven away” tells of the 





solemn fact that preachers and teachers may be thx 
means of hindering instead of helping. It is bad enough 
for a sheep to be “lost” of its own accord, but it is in- 
finitely worse when that condition is due to the un 
faithfulness or highhandedness of those who ought t 
be helpers. , 

2. A Splendid Promise., God says he will “seek’, 
and “bring again.” Christ came to seek and save the 
lost (Luke 19:10), and like the shepherd he first 
seeks, then saves, and then: brings back (Luke 15° 
3-7). The word “will” tells of the Divine purposc’ 
and determination, “until he find it.” But of course 
we must never forget the human side, “if so be that 
he find it” (Matt. 18:13). 


IV. Devotional Reading 


Psalm 23 is the best-known of all the Psalms and 
the best loved by old and young. Verse 1 is the key- 
note and the rest gives the details of those thing: 
which we shall “not want” if the Lord is our Shep- 
herd. It is the expression of a real, deep, and full 
spiritual life. . 

1. Experience (vs. 1-3). (1) Rest, verse 2; £3} 
refreshment, verse 2; (3) restoration, verse 3; (4) 
rule, verse 3. 

2. Confidence (v. 4). 
(3) power; (4) peace. 

3. Assurance (vs. 5, 6). 
enjoyment, verse 5; 
end, verse 6. 


This experience follows an invariable course: (1) 
Appropriation (“my”); (2) Realization (¢“thow”) ; 
(3). Manifestation (‘“‘he’’). 

PHILADELPHIA. 


(1) Place; (2) presenee; 


(1), Ease, verse 5; (2) 
(3). expectation, verse 6; (4) 


4 
Getting Started in Class 


[XN SIN there is always a centrifugal tendency. Rich- 
ard Chenevix Trench, who was at one time Arch- 


- bishop of Dublin, wrote, “In the order of things natu- 


ral, a sheep which could wander away from, could 
also wander back to the fold. But it is not so with 
a sheep of God’s pasture. Such can lose, but it can- 
not find itself again, and the wanderings of this wan- 
derer could only be further and further away. If 
therefore it shall be found at all this can only be by 
its Shepherd’s ‘going to seek it; else, being once lost 
it is forever lost.” Had any process of “falling up- 
ward” been open to the “lost sheep of Israel’ there 
would be no need of the searching and seeking of Je- 
hovah for his wandering children. It was because 
mankind was in itself forever lost that the Lord Jesus 
Christ .came to “seek and to save.” It was the ex- 
tremity of man’s lost condition that called forth the 
extremity of God’s love, the gift of his own Son. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


Ho’ did the lost sheep of Israel get lost? (Answer 
-A in the terms of sheep.) 

.. 2. In what characteristics are there striking sim- 
ilarities between human beings and sheep? 

3. What peculiar dangers threaten sheep, and what 
are their parallels in the experience of human beings? 

4. What are the best ways to safeguard sheep from 
danger? Parallel again. 

_ 5. What is the process of getting a stray sheep back 
into the fold? Parallel the stray soul. 

6. Name the books of the Bible that have to do 
with the period of the Babylonian exile. 

7. Name the two Prophets distinctively of the time 
of the Exile. And the other one who was part of 
this time. 

8. Compare and contrast the messages of the two 
prophets of the Exile, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

9. Under what kings did the Babylonian exile begin 
and end? How long did it last? 

_ Io. What Psalms bear evidence of being written dur- 
ing this Exile? 

11. What sin brought on the Exile? How effective 
was this discipline in curing that particular sin? How 
lasting was this cure? 

12. What was the result of the Exile in the Jews’ 
valuation and use of their sacred Scriptures? Why 
this result? What notable work was done on them at 
this period? By whom? 

13. What three prophets prophesied after-the Exile? 

14. Do you understand that the prophecies have to 
do with national Israel, —i. ¢., “And so all Israel shall 


be saved”; not every Israelite, but mational salvation? 
“All Israel,” as a nation? 
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15. Show the points of agreement and contrast be- 
tween Ezekiel 34 and Psalm 23. 

16. Were not the false prophets in Ezekiel 34: 1-10 
the rulers and those in authority? 


17. Explain Psalm 137 in the light of the Exile. 

18. Prove from other passages the truth of the 
charges made against the “shepherds of Israel.” 

19. Where do the words occur, “Shepherd and Bishop 
of your souls”? . 


20. What does the New Testament- say of Christ 
as our Shepherd? 


21. Do you know the threefold “shepherd” work of 
Christ as indicated by “Good,” “Great,” and “Chief”? 


22. gee og | the work of Christ as Shepherd in 
John 10 with that of the leaders of Israel in Ezekiel 34. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Improving the Stock.—Bcehold I myself, even I, 
will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. (v. 
11). If the location of live stock is changed, that does 
not affect the ownership. Every once in a while some 
animal or other breaks through the bars and is picked 
up on the highway, but that does not in any way change 
the ownership of Old Sis cow or Old Dobbin. That 
is to say, ‘‘findin’s” is not “keepin’s” anywhere I know, 
While Assyria had carried off to Babylon the best 
stock of the Hebrew pasture, the Owner knew where 
they were all the while and still kept his eye on them. 
“I know my sheep’ (John 10:14). Because God 
knew the stock would be improved by the transplant- 
img and made “bug” proof, as it were, he would event- 
ually bring them back to their native soil, a better 
product. I am running a little risk in my metaphors 
right now, as I am thinking both barnyard and kitchen 
garden, livestock and plants. Israel had both sheep 
diseases and oe parasites that God expected a little 
fumigating of the one and spraying of the other over 
there on the Euphrates would eliminate. And it cer- 
tainly did. All the old atheistic writers used to have 
for their big stick with which to knock religion, “An 
honest God 1s the noblest work of man.” They would 
point out The Flood and Sodom and Gomorrah and 
the Red Sea and the wiping out of the Canaanites 
as examples of monstrous cruelty of the man-made 
God. These shoot-mouths (and I was one of them 
at one tiifie) were perfectly oblivious to the record 


. of the wonderful love and compassion of this same 


“man-made God.” Right here in our lesson God is 
shown as searching and seeking for his own. One 
of the doctors the other day amputated a leg for 
a man because the leg was gangrened. But nobody 
reviled that good doctor for his effort to make a 
bread-winner of the man. The doctor the other day 
took a man who had smallpox and put him in an old 
tar shack over on the hillside, of course. Well, idola- 
try is worse than any gangrene or smallpox. It sweeps 
off whole nations and means unspeakable misery. 
Those African “Sunsets” of blood! 


The Come-Back of Roger Babson.—/ .. . will 
bring back that which was driven away (v. 16). I 
; was out at Akron the other day. and found on cards 
‘and stationery, “Akron has come back.” There is al- 
‘ways also a “come back” with God. Israel was brought 
back and its idolatry gone forever. “Some wit a 
man gets from his mother and some wit he buys,” as 
Uncle Billy says. Israel “bought” wit in Babylon. 
Many of the outstanding Christian men I know are 
“brought back” men. If you can, get Babson’s “Mak- 
ing Good in Business” (and no young man should 
fail to read carefully this remarkable book). It is by 


,a man for whose opinion and advice about business 


men of this country pay two million dollars a year. 
Read the last chapter first. Mr. Babson ought to 
have’ made this chapter his Introduction. In it he 
gives a hint of his life. He tells how he got away 
from God by the dragging down influence of the 
college from which he graduated, and he tells how 
God brought him back by the very stuff in which he 
deals. The last stuff in the world you would have 
dreamed. Statistics! dry old statistics, if you please! 
Babson found his Bethel in the fishy atmosphere of 
Gloucester, Mass., and he found his Jabbok in the 
classic atmosphere of Wellesley, Mass. He lost his 
faith in Boston, next door to a strictly man’s college, 
and he found his faith at Wellesley, next door to a 
strictly woman’s college. What do you think of that, 
girls!’ More than one of us has had a similar experi- 
ence of God’s briaging back, and if we ever come 
to write our autobiographies can tell just as inter- 
esting a story as Mr. Babson. Mr. Babson in his 
unique business position is doing splendid service for 
his Master by both voice and pen. Uncle Billy says, 
“And, b’leeve me, what a business expert like Babson 
says is worth listening to rather than the drivel of 
some college highbrow, who knows neither life, busi- 
ness, nor religion!” 


Showers, Not Cloud Bursts.—There shall be showers 
of blessing (v. 26). There will be few Sunday-schools 
in which will not be sung (if it is in the book) the 
well-known song that has the above refrain. I am 
wondering how many will sing who do any thinking 
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that will bring out the significance of the song. 
Notice, please, it is a “shower” and not a gale, nor a 
nor’easter, nor a thunder gust, nor a hurricane of 
blessing. Along in the summer when the corn is 
earing up, there will be a gentle, all day and all night 
rain. If you ha to meet Uncle Billy Watson you 
will find him whistling a little tune, carrying a broad 
smile, and he will say, “Fine shower we're havin’.” 
When God has any blessings to pour out upon his 
people he sends them in the shower style. Just run 
over the church folks you know. Not many who 
have “struck oil.” Indeed the sudden downpour often 
and usually proves disastrous to the church crop. 
In almost all places it will be found the real prosper- 
ity, the real happiness, the real contentment is due to the 
gentle showers of blessing (Psa. 18: 35). “When you go 
to New York stop at the Murray Hill hotel,” advised a 
friend. “You will find the. guests at that hotel good 
old-fashioned folks who have always been somebody.” 
That is to say, families that have grown year by year 
and generation by generation under showers of bfess- 
ing. Nobody very rich, nobody very poor. Folks 
built to Agar’s specifications (Prov. 30:8). This is 
what God meant for the Jews. The year of jubilee 
was designed so that if any Jew had a temptation to 
accumulate all the land that joined his estate he would 
be halted by the thought that in the Jubilee year it 
all reverted. It is God’s idea that we shal] spend our 
days under showers and not cloud bursts of blessing 
(Lev. 25:13). 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. i 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata Cullege 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CONCENTRATION.—Organise 
the lesson around one‘ central and important truth 
whenever possible. 











Baie heart of the encouragement that Ezekiel gives 
to the exiles is the shepherd care of Jehovah. And 
to this people who, homesick and~heartsick in the 
land of their Captivity hung their harps on the willows 
unable to sing the songs of Zion in a strange land, 
this must indeed have been a note of the highest hope. 
For they knew well how the shepherd would go after 
that which was scattered and lost until he found it. 
The shepherd care of Jehovah for his people Israel 
and the Good Shepherd devotion of the Lord. for- his 
own are but two expressions of the same love of the 
same Heart for those who belong to him, And to 
follow it through his relation to Israel and over into 


his relation to us would seem to be getting us to the 


heart of the best that is-here. 

And what a scathing comparison does this word of 
the Lord draw in this thirty-fourth of Ezekiel between 
the false shepherds of Israel and Jehovah him- 
self, the true shepherd of the sheep. One interesting 
method of getting into the full meaning of the shep- 
herd idea will be to recall the Twenty-third Psalm 
and relate to it this description of Jehovah’s attitude 
and relation to his people and perhaps also to the con- 
trasting relation of the false shepherds. If the Lord 
is the shepherd, “I shall not. want.” Notice the rich 
provision of verses 13 and 14 compared with, “Ye feed 
not the flock.” How the words, “I will feed them 
with good pasture ... there shall they lie down in a 
good fold; and on fat pasture shalt they feed,” recall 
the familiar note of “he maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures,” and how they contrast again with be- 
ing scattered through the mountains without a shep- 
herd and becoming a victim of the beasts of prey as 
set forth in verse five. 

And thus as we go through the Shepherd Psalm we 
find most interesting parallels and contrasts in this 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons tor 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
. a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
. April 6—The Kingdom Rent Asunder 
‘ 2 1 Kings 12:1 to 16:28 
. April 13—Elijah and the Struggle With Baal. 
1 Kings 16 : 29 to 19 +21; chap. 21; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
. April 20.—Elisha: Teacher and Statesman 
1 Kings 19:.1§-21; 2 Kings 2 to 10; 13 : 14-21 
Or, Easter Lesson.—The Risen Christ ..... Mark 16: 1-15 
. April 27—Amos and Hosea Pleading for Righteousness 
(Temperance Lesson.) ...... Books of Amos and Hosea 
May 4.—The Assyrian Exile of Istael ..2 Kings 11 to 17 
May 11.—Jehoiada’s Victory Over Baal 
1 Kings 14:21 to 15 : 24; 22; 2 Kings 11 and 12 
. May 18—Isaiah and the Assyrian Crisis 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps. 36 to 38 
. May 25—Jeremiah and the Babylonian Crisis 
Jeremiah 7 : 1-26; 9:1-95 15:4-10; 18: 1-12; 25 3 1-14; 
26 : 1-24; 36: 1-32; 38 : 1-28 
9. June 1.—The Babylonian Exile of Judah ; 
2 Kings 21 to 25; 2 Chronicles 36 
10. June 8—Ezekiel Encourages the Exiles 
Psalm 137:1-6; Ezekiel 34 
11. June 15.—The Return and the Rebuilding of the Temple 
Ezra 1, 3 to 6 
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ees and also 4 ~ varied references = kee Lord 
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thought. Let the class have i ep of these dis- 
coveries for themselves, one of the most beautiful of 


which will be the reminder of the dark valley and -° 


the shadow in the deliverance promised the scattered 
sheep “in the cloudy and dark day.” 
Huntinopon,. Pa. 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


“T BERE is a suggestion of a great spiritual fact in 
the order between Psalm 136 and Psalm 137. The 
former Psalm records the glories and triumphs of the 
nation when under the blessing of Jehovah; the lat- 
ter Psalm records the joylessness and lamentation 
of the same people when under the divine chastisement 
of the captivity in Babylon. Many references, in- 
cluding the Book of the Psalms, present full proof 
that Israel, when in spiritual blessing, was a people 
of song. Their es evidently was both amazing 
and entertaining to all Gentile peoples who knew them 
(Psa. 137: 3); but while they were in captivity the 
inspiration and spiritual blessing ceased (Psa. 137: 


The prophecy in this lesson-and its immediate con- 
text is twofold: a 

1. The predicted judgments against the rulers and 
shepherds of Israel (Ezek. 34:1-10). This is a con- 
demnation of the leaders of the people, and assumes 
that the sin of the people was largely due to the fail- 
ure of their spiritual guides. The drastic judgment 
stated in Ezekiel 34: 10 is both a verdict and a proph- 
etic sentence of divine punishment. 


2. The yet future searching out of all the sheep of 
Israel’s fold (Ezek. 34:11, 12, 16). This includes the 
restoration to their own land (v. 13), the bountiful 
mercies Of Jehovah which shall be over them (vs. 14, 
15), the restored unity of all Israel under one shep- 
herd — David (vs. 23, 24), and the benediction of the 
“covenant of peace,” safety, and blessing — “There 
shall be showers of blessing” (vs. 25, 26). 

Whether the interpretation be accepted that King 
David will be the actual shepherd, or that this reference 
is to “David’s Greater Son,” the future blessedness of 
that afflicted people is assured. It shall be so; for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. ~ 

Dattas, TEx. e 
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. The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are ur not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means. that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations. on other verses than the Golden Text are 
ousdely desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
ni 


_For the lesson of December 21 illustrations are_de- 
sired on the optional Christmas lesson, not on Zac- 
cheus. : : ‘ 





“Because He First Loved Us.”—/ .. . even I, will 


search for my sheep, and will seek them out (v. 11).: 


A needle: will move towards a magnet when once a 
magnet has moved near to it. It is ours to run to 
Jesus as if all the running were ours; but the secret 
truth is that the Lord runs towards us, and this -is the 
very -heart of the business—From C. H. Spurgeon. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


The Shepherd’s Surprise.—As a shepherd secketh 
out his flock (v. 12). A group of shepherds were 
gathered to hear a missionary read the Scripture to 
them. These quaint, rugged men were seated around 
a log fire, one chill night, in a rude cabin somewhere 
in the mountains of Asia Minor. The minister read the 
tenth chapter of John. An eager voice interrupted 
with the question: “Oh, sir, is that the Gospel?” 
“Yes,” he replied, “this is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
“Oh,” said the shepherd, his face aglow with pleasure, 
“I didn’t~know before that it was a sheep book.” 
Yes, it is a sheep book, and it is for us who are lost.— 
From a church bulletin—Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. 

Fearing Our Best Friend.—So will I seck out my 
sheep (v. 12). One morning I wanted to feed the 
birds. It was gray and cold, and the ground was cov- 
ered with snow. I stepped out on the porch and flung 
them handfuls of crumbs, and called to them. No, 
there they sat, cold, hungry, and afraid. They did not 
trust me. As I sat and watched and waited, it seemed 
to me I could get God’s viewpoint more clearly than 
ever before. He offers, plans, watches, waits, hopes, 
longs for all things for our good. But he has to 
watch and wait as,I did for my timid friends.—From 
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Lesson for June 8 
Psalm 137 : 1-6; Ezekiel 34 


Aline Trumbull, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, 
London, Eng. > 


The Good Shepherd’s Memory.—/ 
myself, will be the shepherd of my sheep 
(v. 15). One day a poor woman was 
watching an army passing through a town 
—a stream of men, thousands upon thous- 
ands, and she said in wonder, “I reckon 
all. these ain’t got names.” But she was 
wrong, for every soldier had his name 
and loved ones who cared for him; An 
the Good Shepherd knows each name, 
for he calleth his sh by ‘name.—From 
the Sunday Circle. ent by the Rev, 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Satisfaction.—I will cause them to lie 
down (v.15). The Psalmist also said, 
“He maketh me to lie down in green pas- 
tures.” A sheep lies down when. it is 
satisfied. None but Christ can satisfy.— 
Sent by J. E. Williamson, Radcliffe, Nr. 
Manchester, Eng. 


Double Ownership.—I will seek that 
which was lost, and will bring back that 
which was driven away (Gotden Text). 
There is a story of a small boy who 
spent many hours making a toy boat. 
After it was finished, he used to play 
With it and float it down the stream, but 
one day it got away from him, and was 
carried down the river and far out of his 
sight. . He grieved much over the loss 
of his precious boat. One day, however, 
in the window of a pawn shop in Lon- 
don, the boy saw the boat he had made 
long before. He went in and told the 
storekeeper that it-was his boat he had 
there in the window. The man replied 
that it was now in his possession, and 
that if he wanted the boat, he would 
have to pay two dollars and seventy-five 
cents to redeem it. So the boy worked 


hard for several days, and at last had the~ 


money. to buy back his boat. He again 
went to the pawn shop keeper, and gave 
him the money, and this time came away 
with the beloved boat again. in his pos- 
session. As he carried it away with him, 
he- held it close to him, and said, “Little 
boat, you aré twice mine. “In the first 


pe I made. you, and in the second place, 


redeemed you.”—From a sermon by the 
Rev. J..C, O’Hair. Sent by Anna H. 
Van Fleet, Grand Rapids, Mich: Prize 
illustration. 
td 


From the Platform 
‘By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou who art the Shepherd of the sheep 
among whom we would be included, we 
thank thee for thy guarding care and 


* vigilant seeking of those sho wander be- 


yond the flock.. Thou art so patient and 
loving with us. We are blunderers and 
atupid. Thou art sure, and all wisdom 
is in thee. If any of us here to-day are 
wandering without thy shepherding care, 
oh, may we turn to thee and hear thy 
Exiles we are, if we are the captives 
of sin to-day; but thou art still seeking 
us most lovingly. May we realize thy 
love and wander from thee no longer. In 
thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—‘“I never» had 
such a time,” said an American busi- 
ness man. “When we left England, 
and landed ‘at Ostend in Belgium, just 
in that few hours of crossing, the 
language changed. I didn’t “under- 











stand any European language. I felt 
helpless and out of place And I 
HIS PROMISE 
SEEK 
BRING BACK 
T WILL 4 pind up 
we STRENGTHEN 
MY_ ANSWER ? 











wanted to go right’ back, but we had 
our tickets across Europe, and so we 
went on. The thing got worse, and 
many a time I longed to be able to 
speak’ to and to hear the language 
I know.”. Well, no one is much more 
helpless than one who is not” where 
his language is-spoken.. You feel like 
an exile from your native land, and 
you want to get home. Ezekiel en- 
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couraged the people in the captivity by 
reporting:to them:God’s purpose to bring 
them back to their own land. Is: any 
one here away ‘from God, ina strarige 
land’ of disobedience where ‘the heart 
does not hear the language of the Gospel, 
but the voices of the world? Has some- 
thing driven us away? Let's quietly re- 
peat that Golden Text, and then let us 
pray for any who need to be brought 
home to the fold again; 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Take up thy cross.” 

“Sweeter as the years go by.” 

“Sunshine in the soul.” 

“I was a wandering sheep.” 

“Softly and tenderly.” 

“I am coming. home.” 

“Jesus is all the world to me.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Grace and Lovingkindness” (44:1, a). 
Psalm 23 : 1-6, 
“QO Guide Me” (291: 1-3). Psalm 143 : 1-3. 
“King of Kings” (277 : 1-3). 
’ Psalm 136: 1-9, 23-26. 
“O God, Our Help” (178 : 1-5). 
Psalm 90:1, 2, 10-12. 
“The Lord’s Salvation” .(168 : 1-3). 
; Psalm 85:1, 2,. 7-13. 
“God's Own City” (174: 1-3). Psalm 87 : 1-6. 


For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Topric.—Ezekiel preaching to 

the exiles about the Good Shepherd. 

Lesson Teaching.—The Good Shepherd 
cares for his sheep. 

Review and Intervening—Two weeks 
ago we talked about Jeremiah’s brave 
message to the priests, princes, and peo- 
ple: Amend your ways and your doings, 
and obey the Lord, or you must surely 
be. punished. ‘The people would not be- 
lieve Jeremiah’s message, but it proved 
true. 4 ‘ i . 

Great kings and armies came to fight; 
they. destroyed the city walls, burned 
God’s temple and the palaces, and car- 


ried the people as captives to a faraway, 
strange land. Psalm 137: 1-6 tells how 
they felt there. They needed to think 
and feel sorry for their sins. 

Story Material—God did not forget 
them in the strange land. He sent an- 
gather brave prophet, Ezekiel, with com- 
forting messages to teach them that God 


‘cared for them, like a good shepherd. 


Many of them must have remembered 
King David’s Shepherd Psalm: Jehovah 
is my shepherd; I shall not want. (Show 
the picture of the Good Shepherd, which 
ought to be one of the erm pictures 
on the wall of every Primary room.) 

One time Jesus told a story about a 
good shepherd who had one hundred 
sheep. One evening when they returned 
to the fold and he counted them as they 
passed under his rod through the door, 
there were only ningty-nine. The Good 
Shepherd said, I will seek and search for 
my lost sheep until I find it. He hunted 
through the night until he found it and 
brought it home rejoicing. 

Just that kind of a cheering message 
Ezekiel spoke to the captives, scattered 
in a strange land. He said, The Lord 
has not forgotten you; like a good shep- 
herd he will search for you’ in a cloudy 
and dark day. This is his message: I[ 
will gather my sheep from other coun- 
tries; I will bring them to their own land. 
They shall feed on the mountains and 
by the rivers; they shall find good pas- 
tures and a safe fold; I will seek the 
lost; I will bring back those that were 
driven away; I will bind up the broken; 
I will strengthen the sick; I wil! de- 
stroy their enemies; the evil beasts shall 
cease to harm them; they shall be safe 
in the wilderness and sleep in the woods 
and there’ shall be showers of blessing. 
They shall find enough food and water 
so that they may lie down in green pas- 
tures. (Repeat together the Shepherd 
Psalm, which every child should know.) 
“We are the lambs of Christ’s flock, we are 


told, 

Each one a treasure more precious than 
gold; 

Though we are many, he loves all the 


i same, 
Tenderly calling each one by his name.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Company, Wa- 
pello, Icwa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 


Children’s Day Suggestions—As this 
second Sunday of June is observed as 
Children’s Day, an attractive and instruc- 
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tive program could be arranged about 
“The Shepherd and His Sheep.” One 
rtion might be Ezekiel’s message. 
‘here is a wealth of material in songs, 
pictures, and Bible stories about shep- 
herds (Joseph, Moses, David, Amos, and 
others), also shepherdessés. 
Child’s Prayer.— 
“Jesus, tender shepherd, hear me, 
Bless thy little lamb to-night, 
~~ Through the darkness be thou near me, 
Keep me safe till morning light.” 
Peoria, It. 


Your Class of Girls 
By ‘Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. God’s meaning of discipline. 


2. The Great Teacher — the Good Shep- 
herd. 











oe by asking your girls what the 
word “discipline” really means — and 
note how limited are their ideas of the 
word! “Punishment,” is the usual an- 
swer; “correction,” somebody will give 
you; maybe some thinking girl will say, 
“teaching,” as did one specially keen one 
recently to me. Then call their attention 
to the close kinship between “discipline” 
and “disciple,” for they generally “know 
that a disciple is a learner. 

All this to help them trace God’s good 
discipline through the bitter years of exile 
for his people in Babylon —those sev- 
enty homesick years. ntroduce Ezekiel 
as one of his appointed “discipliners’” — 
teachers —of that time, and concentrate 
your study to a section of his teachings 
as you find it in his thirty-fourth chap- 
ter. 

Note his fearlessness, truthfulness, ten- 
derness, throughout that severe indict- 
ment of the false, selfish teachers of his 
people — their “shepherds.” Was it any 
wonder the people had gone far astray 
when led by such unworthy shepherds? 

Note also that Ezekiel did not sound. the 
critical note of accusation only —he 
speaks as positively of the true discipline 
by the Good Shepherd —verses 11 through 
I 


2. From this little study turn to its 
perfect fulfilment in Jesus’ own words. in 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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the tenth chapter of John’s Gospel. Your 
girls will be interested in two things 
here: (1) The inspired unity of the whole 
Bible—Ezekiel and John bearirig the same 
witness, five hundred years apart in time, 
from Babylon in captivity and Jerusalem 
after the restoration!—and (2) in the 
clear evidence of how closely’ our Great 
Teacher himself must have studied those 
very words of this old prophet in his 
own Holy Scriptures. ho can read 
Ezekiel 34: 11-16 and John 10: 1-18 and 
fail to see these two facts? 

You will have given your girls good 
spiritual discipline if you establish these 
two truths in their faith, by this lesson. 
Some one of them may be sorely needing, 
right now, to trust God’s goodness in 
some dark discipline in her own young 
life, and to draw closer to the Good Shep- 
herd who laid down his life for his 
sheep. Some day all will need to rest 
their hearts on this truth in Him. 


Home Study 


Memorize John 10: 1-18 this week, for 
a life-time treasure. 


Decatur, GA, 
ue 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Two dogs. : 
Discussion: Who are God’s scattered 
and lost “sheep” to-day? here in 
your community are most of them to be 
found? Name some items of the invest- 
ment God has made that they may be 
located and brought into the fold. Name 
the Supreme Investment. Through whom 
does God work to save lost “sheep’’? 


Objective: “Bring them in!’ 











AY, fellows, not long ago I was on a 
sheep ranch located in a pretty valley 





surrounded by mountains. It was a beau- 


tiful afternoon and my host was pointing 


out the grazing places, when there ap- 
peared in the west a thick black cloud 
with forked lightning playing. Quickly 
he called his two dogs—one a Scotch 
collie and the other a shepherd — waved 
his hand toward the top of one of the 
mountains on the east and said, “Go, 
bring the sheep!” 

It was beautiful to see those dogs 
bound off to their task. They leaped 
the lot gate like deer and sped away 
swiftly up the mountain path. We 
watched them all the way to the top, 
now and then disappearing as the under- 
brush would hide them, but almost im- 
mediately to reappear higher up the path. 
At the top they were lost to view for 
full five minutes; then suddenly the sheep 
sopeered a great flock of them, coming 
helter-skelter down the same trail. Be- 
hind the sheep came the dogs. and we 
could now hear them quite distinctly 
barking. They had not barked as they 
went up. 

By this time angry. looking black clouds 
had overspread the whole valley, so rap- 
idly the storm came, and sharp claps of 
thunder amidst vivid flashes of lightning 
added a wild grandeur to the scene. Down 
the mountain came the sheep, across the 
creek, and up the lane. And here I 
noticed a clever piece of work on the 
part of the collie. As soon as the flock 
headed into the lane, she bounded for- 

- ward, straight through the column of 
‘ running sheep and reached the big lot 
* ahead of them. There she took her 
stand and turned them at a sharp angle, 
bringing them squarely to the open door 
of the fold. Two or three silly sheep 
turned from the door and ran around 
the shed, but the two dogs went right 
after them and chased them in. + 

Then the storm broke in all its fury 
and the rain fell in torrents. But the 
sheep were safe inside the fold. The 
dogs came trotting to the porch to which 
we had beat a hurried retreat; they made 
straight for their master, and with pant- 
ing sides and tongues hung far out, they 
wagged their tails in grateful response to 
the rewarding pats upon their heads, and 
they barked and danced about as he ex- 
claimed: “Good girl! Bess! — Atta boy! 
Ben!” How my admiration was chal- 
lenged by these obedient, service-loving 
dogs, I shall not soon forget, 


+ 
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This picture of God’s scattered shee 
of Israel, drawn by the prophet Ezekiel, 
brings with striking emphasis our Lord’s 
command to the twelve disciples to “Go 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel’ 
(Matt. 10:6), which command was later 
broadened into “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them” (Matt. 
28:19), and I am trusting you fellows ! 
will catch a vision of your high privilege | 
to be used of the Master to gather his | 
scattered sheep into safety — now in this 
your day. God has made use of. this 
sheep figure to show us more clearly the 
nature of our task. ; 

The sheep which the dogs brought home 
that stormy day were grazing quietly on 
the backside of the mountain, all ob- 
livious of the gathering storm. But the 
owner knew about the storm and he was 
concerned for the safety of the sheep. 
So he called thoge obedient dogs and 
pointed and said, “Go, bring the sheep!” 
He did not tell them why. He simply 
said, “Go!” And that was enough for 
the dogs. Off like the wind they went. 
And when they reached the sheep they 
“spoke” to them in no uncertain terms. 
With all the enthusiasm of dog nature 
they yelped and barked their message — 
and they barked with authority, for had 
not their master sent them? 

Fellows, can’t you and I rise to the 
obedience of a dog? Surely. What a 
thrilling achievement! Bringing in.sheep; 
in God’s own image—immortal souls. 
Yes, often blind, silly sheep, apparently 
all unconscious of their “lost-ness” and 
their danger, but when you and I take 
God’s Word to them and speak with his 
authority they will sense the danger. And 
you and I simply need to be faithful to 
do our part —take the message with all 
the earnestness of our being — God does 
the rest. 


GREENSBORO, N.C, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of * The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories”’ 
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Lesson 36. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
june 8. Capture of the Ark. 


Golden Text.—If I regard iniquity in my heart, . 
The Lord will not hear.—Psa, 66: 18 


I Samuel 4 to 7 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Lesa- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 
Seventh Period—Saul to Solomon 
37. June 15.—Life of Saul .......... 1 Sam. 8-12 
38. June 22.—Saul’s Downfalt ..: . 13-15 
39. June 29.—David and Goliath ..1 Sam. 16, 17 | 
40. July 6.—David and Jonathan ..1 Sam. 18-21 
41. July 13.—David’s Exile ...... 1 Sam. 22-24 
42. July 20—Sin and Sentence of Saul 
1 Sam. 26-31 
43. July 27.—David= Becomes King of 
ei Beeeryre yer Pere ee 2 Sam. 1-4 
44. Aug. 3.—War With the Philistines 
2 Sam, 5, 6 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 


N THE Septuagint, 1 Samuel is called 

“the first book of the Kingdom,” 
which, judged by its_historical purpose,: 
is in accord with Scripture. But, orig- 
inally, 1 and 2 Samuel were one book, 
giving both the genesis and the estab- 
lishment of “The Kingdom” in Israel; 
David, and not Samuel, being the prin- 
cipal figure and the narrative centering 
in “the Davidic covenant” (2 Sam. 7: I-. 
29). 1 Samuel presents the genesis of 
“The Kingdom” in three parts: (1) In- 
troduction (1:1 to 7:17), subject — 
Samuel, Prophet, Priest, and Judge; (2) 
“The Kingdom” set up in Israel (8:1 to 
15:35), subject Samuel and the Peo- 
ple’s King; (3) “The Kingdom” in dis- 
tress (16:1 to 31:13), subject — Jeho- 
vah’s King chosen, anointed, and rejected. 
“The Kingdom,” as always, is the theoc- 
ra€y; that is, Jehovah is himself the 
King, and the man upon the throne is 
but his representative. - i 
Historical Setting ; 
‘ Palestine derives its name from the 

hilistines rather than from Israel. The 
Lord directed their beginnings (comp. 
Deut. 2:23 with context; see Amos 9: 
7) as he did Israel’s. For centuries they 
were Israel’s most inveterate enemies ; 
from Shamgar (Judg. 3:31; 10: 6-10) 
and Samson to the later kings of Judah 
(2 Chron. 21: 16; 28:18). The prophets 
(see Jer. 25:15, 17, 20; Ezek. 25: 15-17; 
Zeph. 2:4, 5), even after 
the restoration (Zech. 9:5, 6), threaten 
them with God’s vengeance. 
Geography 

Three of the five (1 Sam. 6:17) great 
walled Philistine cities are prominent (5: 
1, 8, 10) in the lesson; the other two in 
the Samson narrative (Judg. 14:19; 16: 
21, 30). With the exception of Gath, 
the sites of all are known (see maps) ; 
but if Ashdod (Azotus, Acts 8:40) and 
Ekron are taken as two of the points of 
an equilateral triangle of about twelve 
miles to the side, the third point will 
mark a site which is favored by many 
geographers as that of Gath. Probably 
it was from Ekron (6:16) and. along 
the highway near which the railro.d now 
runs and up “the valley of Sorek” (Judg. 
16:4) that the ark took the memorable 
iourney of twelve to fifteen miles to 
Bethshemesh . (6:12). The situation of 
Ebenezer (4:1; 7:12) is not known, but 
it has been argued that in returning the 
Ark it was sent back to the very place 
where it’ was captured. 


How to Study this Lesson 


Israel’s changed attitude to God (7: 2- 
10) is the heart of the lesson. To this 
had God’s dealings been directed, for the 
people must be right. before they could 











clause) ; instructed (v. 3); obeying (v. 
4); confessing (v. 6); fearing (vs. 7, 
8), contrast with former self-confideace 
(4: 1-5); atoned for (7:9) ; delivered (v. 
10). hat elements are in this deliver- 
ance that are not.found in prior ones? 
(Comp. Judg. 3:9, 30; 4:24; 8:28; 13: 
5, and others.) 

In Samuel God had a prepared leader, 
but not for an unrepentant people. 
Therefore, judgment: on Israel (4: 10); 
of the priesthood and Shiloh (7, 11, 18, 
21; comp. Jer. 7:12); on the Philistines 
(5:1 to 6:16; comp. Gen. 15:14; Isa. 
10:12); on Israel again (6:19, 20). 
This drastic dealing accords with God's 
principle of action (comp. Isa. 26:9, 10; 
Hos. 6:4, 5; 1 Cor. 11:32). Samuel’s 
promee work was a-chief cause of 

srael’s futile effort (4:1); he doubtless 
continued to urge repentance through 
twenty years (7:2); certainly, he would 
withstand, as-far as possible, the plan of 
the elders (4:3, 4) as, probably, Eli did, 
also. With the downfall of all estab- 
lished institutions, begins the transition 
period, of which Samuel is*the chief 
figure. 

VitaF verses: Would Israel force God’s 
oe or was the Ark, to them, 
only a fetish? (4:3.) \'Why are the sons 
of Eli connected with the description 
of the Ark? (4:4; comp. Exod.. 25: 22; 
Psa. 80:1, 2.) Memories, distorted but 
permanent, after more than three cen- 
turies (4:8). The: messenger comes, 
point by point, to the climax (4:17). 
Through a dying woman’s lips, de- 
clares a fact (4:21, 22) and her son’s 
name keeps it before Israel throughout 
his life (“Ichabod” means “where is the 
glory?”, see Psa. 78:6). 

Dagon consisted of the head and hand: 
of ‘a man on the body and tail of a fish 
(5:4); it reminds one of “evolution” 
(comp. Rom. 1:23, 25). God’s severity 
increases (5:6, 9, 11; 6:4) as the Phil- 
istines refuse to yield to what is evident 
(6:6; Jer. 7:25, 26; Heb. 3:13). They 
will not recognize G 
avoided.. And to their gods, also (6 


16). 

Others had delivered by power, Samuel 
by prayer (7:9) wholly based upon sac- 
rifice. “The offering Ss not represent 
the newly pledged obedience of the peo- 
ple,” as has been taught: The “suckling 
lamb” typifies Christ, the only ground 
of confidence then or now (John 1:29; 
Heb. 7:19; 10: 19-22; Rev. 5:6, where 
it is “lambkin,” or “little lamb’). : 
Other Scripture 

Psalm 78: 1-72; ‘study the first part 
with particular reference to verses 60-66, 
which refer to the very time of the les- 
son; study verses 67-72 with particular 
reference to the transition period, dur- 
ing which Judah takes the place Ephraim 
has held, and Jerusalem that of Shiloh. 
Difficulties 

The text (6:19) does not say Beth- 
shemesh had 50,070 people. Rotherham 
translates: “And when he smote the men 
of Bethshemesh, because they looked into 
the ark of Yahweh, yea, smote of the peo- 
ple seventy men, fifty thousand men, the 
people mourned.” The desecration of the 
ark by alt Israel (4:4) was not forgot- 
ten; and when the Bethshemites dese- 
crated it again and seventy men were 
smitten, the impartial God smote fifty 
thousand in all Israel for the former 
misdeed_ (comp. Lev. 10: 1-3; 2 Sam.-6; 
6, 7; Heb. 10:31). 


Reference Literature } 
“Christian Worker’s Commentary,” b 


Co., New York, $3); “Manual of Bible 
History,” by W. G. Blaikie (Nelson and 
Sons, New York, $1.75) ; “A Dictionary: 
of the Bible,” by John D. Davis, D.D, 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4). 
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Lesson for June 8 
Psalm 137 : 1-6; Ezekiel 34 


For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tarlton ; 


Ett judge of Israel, was old and: feeble 


- idol Dagon, (chap. 5:2, 3) 


1631 Walnut Street, 


and almost blind when the Philistines 
came up to fight against Israel. Eli 
was a good man, but he had two wicked 
sons serving in the temple. - Many peo- 
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3. Confess human weakness —7:6; 2 
Sam. 14: 14. = 

4. Confess sin —7: 6. 

5. Pray —7: 8. , 

6. The Blood —7: 9. 

7. Victory — 7: 10-13. 

These same‘things wilf*bring a revival 
in our Sunday-school classes and churches 





ple would not come to the Lord’s House 
and bring an offering because of’ these 
had men. (Sin keeps people away from 
God.) But Eli let them go on in their 
sin and seemed to have no influence over 


em. . 

When the: Philistines went up-to fight 
Israel they won the 
four thousand Israelités. Israel was weak 
without God’s help. They realized there 
was sin among. them. 

The ‘elders called for the ark" of the 
Lord, and Eli’s sons went into the Holy 
of Holies and carried the Ark of the 
Covenant into camp. (Describe ark, con- 
tents, and Shekinah.) They did not ask 
God about moving the ark, and they 
knew they were never to move it unless 
God commanded.. When they took the 
Ark of the Covenant into camp the peo- 
ple.all shouted.. When the Philistines heard 
the ‘noise they asked about it, and they 
were airaid because Israel’s God had 
come into camp. (They had heard of 
the plagues in Egy d 
in caring for the Israelites.) 

_They went against Israel the next day 
and killed thirty thousand, and among 
the dead were Eli’s sons. In 1 Samuel 
2:34, God told Samuel that Eli’s sons 
should die. The heathen Philistines cap- 
tured the ark and carried it away. . So 
Israel was left “without 'God,” ee 
Tell what happened when the Philis- 
tines took the ark into the home of the 

Read,. in chapter 4:4, how Eli felt 
about the ark of God 

Relate 4: 14-18. 


The ark of God was a curse to the 


Philistines and caused them so much trou- 
ble they were glad to send it back to Is- 
rael. Israel was in great trouble. They 
had turned to worship of idols and had 
sinned against God, Samuel called a 
prayer-meet/ }g, and told the people they 
must put away false gods and return 
to the Lord. They gathered all Israel 
together at Mizpah, where they prayed 
and confessed their sin (chap. ze 1-9). 

God had only one way he could forgive 
sin, and Samuel offered a sacrifice of a 
slain lamb which told of Israel’s faith 
in the shed blood (Isa. 53:7). 

Tell how God answered prayer, in chap- 
ter 7:10, Il. 

In verse #2, Samuel gives all glory to 
God, “And Samuel judged,Israel all the 
days of his life.” _ : 

Samuel led the people back to God as 
follows: 

1. Prepare your hearts —7: 3. 

2. Put away idols —7: 3. 


The Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, May 24, 1924 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
‘subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. i" 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either 

° to separate addresses or in a 
‘package: to. one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 

2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ ° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, 

_In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for eyery ten paid for in a club.” 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co.; Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


battle and killed | 


and of God’s power . 


to-day. “Prepare your hearts and serve 
him only.” ¢ 
Memory Verses 


Beginners: 1 Samuel 7:9, “And Sam- 
uel cried unto the Lord for Israel.” 


Primary: 1 Samuel 7:9; 7: 15. 
Junior: 1 Samuel 7: 8. 
Fort Wortu, Tex. °* 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
| By H. McAllister Griffiths 





June 15. Memories: a Blessing or a Curse. 
Prov. 10:7; Luke 15:17; 16: 25. 

June 22. Discovering the Christian Endeavor 
Pledge. Neh. 8 : 1-3, 5, 6, 8. 

June 29. The Missionary Work of Our De- 
nomination. Neh. 3:1, 2; 4:1; 6: 

July 6. In His Steps. VII. How 
Treated: Friends. John 15 : 13-15; 
Io : 38-42. (Consecration meeting.) 


‘ Sunday, June 8 
Christian Courtesy 
(1 Peter 3 : 8-13; Rom. 12 : 10) 


3 
Jesus 
Luke 








Mon.—Fellow-feeling (Acts 27 : 1-8). 
Tues.—Human kindness (Acts 28 : 7-10). 
Wed.—Courteous speech (Col. 4 : 6). 
Thurs.—Abraham, the ,gentleman . (Gen. 


18 : 1-8). ‘ 
Fri—The root of courtesy (1 Cor. 43: 


1-7). 
Sat.—Reward of courtesy (Matt. 25 : 31 
» 40). s 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the | 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home -Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by.the International 
- Sunday School mn Committee. 


“Take Heed!”’ 


RUE faith, it has been. said, keeps 
well to the “middle of the road.” The 


gne side is the wider path of formal- 
ism, and on the other that of fanaticism. 
The Devil’s constant effort is fo nullify 
the believer’s testimony by pushing him 
to the one extreme or the other; making 
i him, if possible, an ice-box Christian, or 
if not that, then a hot-box Christian. 
n similar manner every real revival is 
threatened; rationalism endangering on 
the one hand, radicalism on the other, 
| Almost every religious “ism” may _ be 
' Classified with the one or the other. The 
great need of the day is a balanced tes- 
timony: inténse spiritual fervor without 
eshly fire or worldly compromise. 








believe he saw the need, not alone “of 
power, and of love,” but also “of a sound 


mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). The closing epis- |: 


tles of his life abound in warnings against 
spiritual insanity. We shall do well in 
these days. if we “TAKE HEED”! (1 
Tim. 4:15, 16.) 
| 


June 2 to 8 
Mon.—Ezekiel 34: 1-6. False Shepherds. 
Note the numerous ‘counts in this 
sweeping indictment. How many are neg- 
ative, and Row many positive?’ What 
two outstanding characteristics of a true 
shepherd are set. forth in the New Tes- 
tament? (See Luke 15:4 and 1 Peter 





What .is true courtesy? 
How may we develop the spirit of courtesy ? 


What opportunities have we for showing 
courtesy ? 


OURTESY is more ‘than the punc- 

tilious ‘observance of a few ‘conven- 
tional obligations, The: fine things which 
we call acts of courtesy are inspired by 
an inner canon of regard for our fellow- 
men: The essence of this high inner 
quality is self-less-ness, or, as it is more 
commonly stated, unselfishness. The 
heart of discourtesy, or of an outward 
form .of courtesy which does not wear 
well, is selfishness. If your attitude 
toward those with whom you come into 
contact is an essentially selfish one, the 
flower of courteous regard will never 
| éven bud. It cannot. 


As for being unselfish, and actually de- 
voted to the interest.of those who call 
you friend, quite without regard to what 
it brings you—ah, how can that be at- 
tained? In other terms, how can one love 
one’s neighbor as one’s self? There is 
but one answer to that. The love of 

| men is a branch on the tree of redeemed 
love for a redeeming: God. There is no 
true love fo’‘men until Jesus, stealing into 
the heart, shows on the’ Cross how far 
Love will go, and until that love is ex- 
perienced, True courtesy is unselfish- 
ness; for unselfishness we need to be 
| Christlike; to be Christlike we must have 
Christ. a 


And _ this is a matter for every day. 
No relationship of life where courtesy 
cannot come in and sweeten yet more than 
now. No human heart where the love of 
our fellows will not smooth and mellow 
the spirit. No hard, trying, irritating 
place that cannot~ be bridged smoothly, 
— if, if, if—. That “if” ‘spells a lot. 
It means that we cannot-do all this in and 
of ourselves. It means that lives lived 
in the quiet presence of the Son of God, 
eager to do his winsome will, given over 
to him body and soul forever and ever 
are the only lives-that will ever be cour- 
teously Christian, and Christianly cour- 
teous. 

Do you leve your fellow-men as you onght? 

Are you having trouble with men_ because 
you are having trouble with Ged? 





Princeton, N. J. 


5:2.) -How great the true- shepherd’s 
responsibility; but also how great his re- 
ward! (See 1 Peter 5: 4.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for each 
individual flock throughout the Christian 
Church; and for each true shepherd, 
whether in service, or in training, or in 
temporary ox superannuated retirement. 
Pray that hirelings and false shepherds 
be set aside. Pray for the “diseased,” 
the “broken,” the “driven away,’ “the 
lost” of each flock. 

Tues.—Ezekiel 34: 11-16. The Flock of God. 

Those which the Shepherd feeds will 
be preserved; but the self-fed and self- 
fattened will be brought to judgment. 
All sheep (and all men) look alike to 
preying hirelings, but not to the real 
shepherd. So also the Lord sees in his 
true sheep two distinguishing marks: in 
their ears (they hear), and in their feet 
(they follow). (John 10: 27.) 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all 
Christian educational institutions. Espe- 

(Continued on the next page) 








Marion Lawrance’s 


GREATEST LEGACY 
Complete in Two Volumes 


How to Conduct a 


Sunday School 


‘As full of the subject as egg is of 
meat. Marion Lawrance touches every 
phase of Sunday-school work in a vital 
way—he has studied it and knows how 
to make it better.’ — Standard. 


e 7 
special Days in| 
the Sunday School 
It isa master hand that pens these sug- 
gestive chapters, which will be found of 
great service to perplexed superinten- 
dents and overwrought pastors, as the 


many ‘special days’ of the Church year 
come round.’?— Record of Christian 


Work. ACH, CLOTH, $1.50 


F. H. REVELL C0., iti Wscriccratces 














path it. walks is very narrow. On the; 





The | 
older Paul grew, the more we may well | 





; the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 


You may continue work for the Master, 
after He has called you hence by buying 


ASSURED 
INCOME 
BONDS 


ISSUED BY 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


PHILADELPHIA 


Incorporated under the laws of the State of 
Pennsylvania. 


They will pay you an Income during: 
your life 

equal to, or more than, the best acgivetae 

securities. And will continue afterwards 


The Spread of God’s Kingdom 


through the organization of Sunday-Schools 
in communities throughout this country in 
which there are now no TeligiOus services, 
and through the publication of evangelical 
helps for these schools. 

Last year we organized 1,006 new schools. 
Twenty-nine churches of various denomi- 
nations grew out of Union schools in the 
past year and sixteen houses of worship 
were erected. 


For information as to terms, and 
income derived from these bonds, write 


Joun E. Stevenson, Treasurer. 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











GOING TO THE 
Glasgow Convention? 


Make Your New York Reservations’ 
at One of the 


Manger <>" Hotels 


NEW YORK CITY 


ROGMB. 6 6 ie HU eRe ee $2.00 Up 
ROOMS WITH BATH...... 3.00Up 
Grand Hotel, 31st St. and Broadway. 


Navarre Hotel, 7th Ave. and 38th Street. 

Hermitage Hotel, 7th\Ave. and 42nd Street. 

Endicott Hotel, 8st St. and Columbus Avenue. 
acing Manhattan Square Park. 

Wolcott Hotel, 4 West 31st St. Off sth Ave. 

Cumberland Hotel, th St. and Broadway. 

Martha Washington Hotel (exclusively for women) 

29 East 29th Street. 


At the Following Hotels: 
ROOMS......... $2.50 Up 
ROOMS WITH BATH - 3.50 Up 

Netherland Hotel, sth Ave. and sgth Street. 

Faces Beautiful Central Park. 


Great Northern Hotel, 118 West 57th Street. 
Woodstock Hotel, 127 West 43rd Street 


Hotel Times Square 


255 West 43rd St. Just west of Broadway. 
(Separate floors for women) 1000 outside rooms, 


Withrunning water... . . $2.00 per day 
ith connecting bath. .-. . 2.50 per day 
With private bath 3.00 per day 


$12.00 to $18.00 weekly for one person 
18.00 to 24.00 weekly for two persons 
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In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 


advertisement in The Sunday Scaool Times, 





























































































First-class Radio Set 
Anyone—boy or girl, man or woman—-can 
Pe any of these fearentend articles. Only 
a Figg BB your spare time requi 
as it.. Write immediately No 
lo 


Anyone car 
full Lap and illustrated catalog. 


money requi 
THE CHARLES £. HIRES CO. 
213 S$. 24th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 


Why do the Prophetic Time Periods of Daniel 12 
Phases Simultaneously the Present Year? 


uestion ked “ How L Shall 
et tothe end Dan. 12:6). : was anewered 








FOUR PERIO but the meaning of was ‘‘sealed’ |. 
or hidden “till the time of the end,"’ when it was prom- 
ised, ** the wise shall understand.” 


That time has and those periods found - 
minate in 6 dage yous 1904. A Bs phe othe 
Is not this the “‘ finished mystery”’ of Rev. 10: 7? 
Senliice » beside, “HOW scoabas TO THE END,” 

explaining this important matter 


Price, 35 cents or 3 for $1.00. (No stamps) 


W. R. YOUNG, 4481 Mission Drive, 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA. 


Stony Brook | 


atory School for Boys 

thee 2 Distinctively Christian 
College trained facuity doing thorough and in- 
wasive work in smaN classes. Member of the 
niversity of the State.of New York, and of the 
Association-of Colleges and Preparatory Schools 








of the Middle States and Ma 
Large campus, ,modern dactaltocio new gym 
nasium. $100,000 administration building (under 
construction), Outdoor and indoor sports under 
expert supervision. 
A A odio of i cenpteel atmosphere, Christian faculty, 
Study of the Bible required. 
Onty 40 40 new roe to be admitted for 1924- 
25. For catalog address the Principal. 
oun F, Chaat D.D., LL. D., Ran aed 
FRANK E. GAE BELEIN, A. A.M., ‘Prin 
Box K. 


Selie Bevo, Lane elena, Now Yesk 











PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


$1 .00 Down and $1. 00 § Month 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. ¢ Send for Catalogues 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, It. 
pn 











THE PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World’s 
Great Paintings. Size, 5%4x8. 
TWO CENTS EACH 
~ 25 or more. Send §0c for 
Art Subjects or 25 on Life 
of Christ,or five rox12 size re- 
ligious subjects. No two alike. 
Beautiful b4-page Catalogue 
for 18 cents incoin or stamps 
we Posey, Pictures Co. 
Box MALpeEnN, Mass. 
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THE ILLUSTRATOR #225 | ONLY 
is a monthly lesson magazine that $71.00 
makes teac yo easy. . jo ——_ 
eac ie: a 
the cust of @ a poclage stamp! for 52 Lessons 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘ There is 


no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
consisting of 48 lessons 
FUNDAMENTALS 


FREE ! to every two-year FREE! 


subscriber to 


THE PENINSULAR BAPTIST 
A Wide-Awake Bapiist osihty, Single copy, 10¢; 
$1.00 per year. $2.00 Brings Course and Paper. 


THE PENINSULAR BIBLE INSTITUTE, Greensboro, Mad. 


AGENTS OKs His LATEST. > 


WANTED “Seven Questions in Dispute” 
Ministers, Students, Active Agents— Write for terms. 


F. H. REVELL CO., Publishers, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 








| Fri—Ezekiel 36 : 22-28, 


For Family Worship 
(Continued from the. preceding page) 


cially remember the schools and colleges 
which this week or next will be having 
tr annual commencement exercises. 
Pra, for Wheaton College (Wheaton, 
Ill.), that the two hundred thousand dol- 
lars additional endowment needed may be 
forthcoming soon. 

Wed.—Ezekiel 34 : 23-31. Showers of Blessing, 


To-day’s reading (and some others 
this week) will be much better under- 
stood if studied in the light of Scofield’s 
comment (Reference Bible) on verse 28. 
Read also his introduction to the entire 
book. Just as truly as other prophecies 
have been fulfilled, so will these which 
point to Israel’s later restoration and to 
millennial blessings. ° 


Prayer Succestions: Pray earnestly 
that even to-day there may be “showers 
of blessing” in increasing measure. Re- 
read the Introduction above, and ask God 
for a real work of the Holy Spirit in the 
Church at large, a work unmarked by 
those fleshly or fanatical excesses which 
have plunged some revivals into disre- 
pute and spiritual impotency. 
Thurs.—Ezekiel 33 : 7-16. 

The Watchman of Israel. 

Verses 7 to 9 set forth the “watch- 
man’s” solemn responsibility. Yours? 
Yes, for are not you your “brother’s 
keeper”? If. not, you are not even a 
child of God. But if you are his keeper, 
but failing in that responsibility, his 
blood will God require at your hand 
Verses 10 to 16 show that while God is 
gracious, he is also righteous. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals . Confer- 
ence in session this coming week at Min- 
neapolis, Minn. Pray that great spiritual 
power, as well as calm deliberation, may 
characterize all the rooe Pray 
for the unction of the Spirit upon ae 
and hearers alike. 


Gracious Blessings Promised. 
“Not for your sakes, but for mine 
holy name’s sake” (v. 22; compare Deut. 
:4-8). There was nothing whatever in 
srael to. merit God’s favor, and there is 
nothing in us. For his name’s: sake, “as 
the God of covenant grace” (Psa. 106: 
45), he dealt with Israel, and will con- 
tinue to deal with them until every prom- 
ise has been fulfilled. 


Prayer Svuacestions:. Pray for all 
Jews, especially those under the heel of 
the oppressor mn non-Christian countries. 
Pray for the three millions of unevan- 
gelized Jews in America. Pray by name 
for as many Jewish missions as you 
know. Pray for the Hebrew chair in 
the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 
Sat.—Ezekiel 39 : 25-29. 

A Sign to the Nations. 

What comfort to every child of God 
do his dealings with Israel afford! “The 
whole house” (v. 25; compare Rom, 11: 
26). He which hath begun the good 
work of grace in his elect nation, or in 
his elect child, will surely perform it. 
God’s poe of grace cannot 
thwarted. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Victorious Life Testimony and especially 
for all its coming summer conferences. 
Watch the Victorious Life column in this 
paper, and pray for each scheduled meet- 
ing and each request for prayer. Pray 
for the Testimony’s extension work in 
other lands, and for the supply of all 
temporal needs. 

Sun.—John 10: 11-16. The Good Shepherd. 

“Them also I must bring” (v. 16). 
Whether in the Jewish fold or in the 
Gentile fold, Jesus knows every: potential 
sheep, every one which in the eternal pur- 
pose of the Father is already his; and 
them he will “bring.” And there shall 
be one flock (a different word), and one 
Shepherd. Again, what comfort! (See 
2 Tim, 2: 19.) 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS ! Pray for each 
one on your daily prayer list. Pray that 
your life to-day may be a conststent one, 
both in your home and in public. Pray 
that you may be a winner of saquls. Pray 


deed a true shepherd. Pray for your 
pastor’s family, and for all pastors’ fam- 
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-| ties, 


for your pastor, and that. he may be ine} « 
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Would a 9% Annuity 


Interest You? 








OR many persons the 
safety of an investment 
is the most important feature. 
That’ is one reason why so 
many persons put their money 
in Savings Banks. They 
are afraid, and justly so, of the 
many investment schemes 
which have been devised to 
catch the unwary. The same 
reason prompts them to invest 
in Liberty Bonds, mortgages 
and other conservative: securi- 
In these cases, safety is 
assured, but the interest rate 
is low; and people are willing 
to sacrifice high rates in favor 
of assurance* of safety. 


It is notnecessary, however, 
to make such a sacrifice, for 
there is an investment just as 
safe as any of these where the 
rate is muc 
times twice as high, depending 
on the age of the investor. 
This form of investment is 
known as the annuity bond. 
It is not .new, but has been 
available for more than half a 
century. It has~elements of 


rities and has many advan- 
tages which other. securities 
do not possess at all. 


In addition to the safety and 
attractive income, it is also 
permanent, convenient, non- 
taxable; never depreciates in 
value, eliminates expense, ban- 
ishesanxiety, removes burdens. 


One happy owner of these 
bonds recently said—‘I am 
the fortunate possessor of two 
of your annuity bonds, It isa 
great satisfaction—the _free- 
dom from care in regard to the 
income from it is a great relief. 
The check comes promptly to 
the day and I do not need to 
give a ‘whouglit to that part of 
"Dad 

There are two principalforms § 
of annuity bonds. 
bond in which onlyone person 
is involved and the rates for dif- 
ferent ages are given below. 

_ The. other form is known as 
the Survivorship Bond. In this 








(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


tlies. 


bond, two or more persons are 


% 


Safety With a Higher Rate of Return on Your 
Investment Is Possible on a Plan Where the 
Actual Rate of Payment Is Based on 
the Age of the Investor. 


higher—some- | 


safety greater than most secu- - 


One is the 5 


mentioned as annuitants and 
the amount is paid as long: as 
either person mentioned in the 
bond shall live. Where two 
persons, dependent one upon 
the other, desire to protect 
each other with annuity pay- 
ments, this is an excellent and 
popular form of bond. Rates 
on this type of bond will be 
cheerfullyfurnished on request. 
Some form of annuity bond can 
be designed to meet the needs 
of practically every investor. 
Fae, ANNUITY RATES 


(ONE PERSON)+ 





Age Rate 


1 to 30—4.0% 
31 to ey oo 


Age Rate 


51—5.6% 
52—5.4% 
53—5.8% 


Age Rate|Age Rate Sf 
686.8% |72-+8.2% 











59—6.4% 
Jo|60—6.5% 

49—5.4%|61—6.6% 

50—5.5% |62—6.7 


In determining age reck 


By filling out the coupon below, you 
will receive without cost. and without 
obligation on your part, an attractive 
booklet, ‘‘ Bibles and Bonds,’’ which 
will tell “you how and why annuity 
bonds are safe, convenient, perma- 
nent, non-taxable, and will explain 
other advantages which fhese’ bonds 
possess over the average investment. 

The American Bible’ Society has 
been selling its annuity bonds for more 
than half: a century without loss to a 
single one of its hundreds of investors. 

Some time ago, one of the annui- 
tants wrote as follows :—‘‘I am very 
much pleased with the Bible Society 
annuity bonds..The annuity is always 
promptly paid and it is a satisfaction 
to know that if the “bonds should be 
lost the interest would still be paid, 
and I have perfect confidence in. the 
security of the money invested.”’ 

Annuity bonds are sold in any de- 
nomination from $109.06 up. They 
give the small as well as the large in- 
vestor the opportunity to. participate 
in the financial benefits of the bonds 
and in the world-wide service of the 
Society.” 


SEND THIS COUPON NOW! 


s AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


118.1% sos. 0% 
Over 80—9.0% 
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from near t birthday . 








8 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 

a ; 

a Gentlemen : 

: Please send me without obligation on my 
& part your booklet No. ues entitled, ‘‘ Bibles 
._* and Bonds.”’ 

: Name soccccccccccecsccdeedecdcccvesosscsesecees 
4 . 

; Address® ccccccccesgcccccccovesscoscesocvccveess 









